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Mr. Tennent was a man of the moft fcrupulous integrity, 
and though of a very grave and folemn deportment, he had 

7 aremarkably cheerful difpofition, and generally communi- 

> cated his inftru€lions with fo much eafe and pleafantry, as 

) greatly to gain the confidence and affeétion of all with whom 

he converfed, efpecially of children and young pcople. In 

all his intercourfe with ftrangers and men of the world, he 

fo managed his converfation, that, while he feldom neglect. 

4 eda proper opportunity to imprefs the mind with ferious 

things. he always made them covet his company, rather than 

avoid it; well knowing that there is atime for all things, and 

4 that even infirution and reproof, to be ufeful, muft be-pru- 

dently and feafonably given. 
An inftance of this difpofition occurred in Virginia. The 

late Rev. Mr. Samuel Blair and Mr. Tennent were fent by 

the Synod on a miffion into that province. ‘They ftopped 

one evening ata tavern for the night, where they found a 

a number of guelts, with whom they fupped in a common 

room. After the table was cleared, our miffionaries with. 

drew from it. Cards were then called for, and the land. 

lord brought in a pack and laid them on the table. One 

of the genilemen very politely afked the miffionaries if they 

would not take a cut with them, not knowing that they were 

clergymen. Mr. Tennent very pleafantly anfwered, With 
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alt my heart, gentlemen if you can copvince us, that there. 
by we can ferve our mafter’s caufe, or contribute any thing 
towards the fuccefs.of our mifion.” This drew fome {mart 
reply from the gentleman, when Mr, Tennent with folemni- 
tv added, ** We are minifters of the gofpcl of Jefus Chrift, 
We profefs ourfelvee his fervants; we are fent on his bufi, 
nefs, which is to perfuade mankind to repent of their fins, to 
turn from them, and to accept of that happinefs and falvation 
which is offered in the goipel.” This very unexpected re, 
plv, delivered in a very tender though folemn manner, and 
with great apparent fincerity. fo engaged the gentlemen’s at. 
tention, that the cards were laid afkie, and an opportunity 
was afforded, and cheerfully embraced, for explaining in a 
fociable converfation, daring the reft of the evening, fome 
of the leading and moft important doftrines of the golfpel, 
to the fatisfa€tion and apparent edification of the hearers. 
Refignaticn to the will of God in all his difpenfations, 
however dark and efii@\ive, was among the excellent graces 
that adorned the characler of this man of God. He had 
been tried in the coarfe of God’s providence in various 
ways; but domeftic afflictions, as yet had not been laid up. 
onhim. The trme, however, was now come when his cha. 
rater was to be brightened by a fevere teft of bis refigna, 
tion and obedience, a teft attended with many peculiarly 
diftrefiing circumftances. Hfis youngeft fon, who was one 
of the handfomeft of mea, had juft come rato public life; 
had commenced the praétice of phyfie; was married, and 
had one child. To the great diftrefs of t've parents, he dif. 
covered, though pofleffed of the fweeteft temper and molt 
agreeable manners, no regard to the things that belonged to 
his eternal peace. Wholly negligent of religion, he indulg- 
ed without reftraint in the gaiety and follies of the world, 
The pious father was inceflant at the throne of grace in be, 
half of his diffipated fon; and was continually entertaining 
hopes that God would, by the influences of his Spirit, arrelt 
him in his career, and bring him into the church of Chrift, 
befere his own fummons fhould arrive; that he might die 
in peace, under the confoling hope of meeting this dear child 
in a better world. God, however, had determined others 
wife; and the fon, while engaged in inociating a number 
of perfons, in a houfe he had obtained for the purpofe, near 
his father’s neighbourhood, was feiz-d in an unufually vio- 
lent manner, witha raging fever. With the diforder, he 
was brought to a fudden and alarming view of his loft con. 
dition by nature, and the grievous tranigrefions of his paft 
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life. His fins were all fet in dread array again him. A 
horrible darknefs, and an awful dread of the eternal difplea. 
| {ure of Jehovah, fell on him, fo as to make him the dreadful 
example of a convinced finner, trembling under the confoun. 
ding prefence of an angry God. The affeGionate and pious 
father was conftantly in prayer and fupplication that God 
would have mercy upon him. He feldom left the fide of his 
bed. For many days the fever raged with unabated fury ; 
but the immediate dillrefles which it occafioned, were loft 
or forgotten in the feverer pains of an awakened confcience. 
Such was the height to which his angu‘fh at laft arofe, that 
the bed on which he lay was fhaken by the violent and uni. 
ted convulfions of mind and body. he parents were touch- 
| edto the quick; and their unqualified fubmiffion to God, 
as a foveresgn God, was put to the moft rigorous proof.— 
But in due time they came out of the furnace, as gold tried 
inthe fire. God, in his infinite and condefcending grace 
and mercy, was at laft pleafed, in fome meafure, to hear the 
many prayers put up by the parents, and many pious friends 
for the relief of the poor fufferer. His views of the loft 
ftate of man by nature; of the only means of falvation, thro” 
the death and fufferings of the Saviour ; of the neceffity of 
the inward regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, became 
clear and confiftent, and the importance of a praétical aca 
quaintance with thefe things was deeply and rationally im. 
prefled on his mind. He now faw that falvation, which he 
had deemed almoft or altogether hopelefs to him, was pofli- 
ble. His mind became calm, and he attended to religious 
inftru€tion and advice. Ina fhort time he began to give as 
much evidence of achange of heart as a death-bed repentance 
(rarely to be greatly relied on) can eafily afford. He fent 
for his companions in iniquity, and, notwithftanding his 
diforder, exerted himfelf to the utmoft to addrefs them, 
which he did in the moft fulemn, awful, and impreffive man- 
ner, as a perfon who, by the infinite mercy of a prayer-hear- 
ing God, had been delivered from a hell gaping to receive 
him. He befought them, by all the terrors of everlafting 
deftru€tion ; by all the love they ought to bear to their own 
immortal fouls; by the love of a crucified Jefus, who pour- 
ed out his foul unto death, that they might live forever; by 
his own awful fufferings and terrible example; that they 
would repent and turn to God. This happy change was a 
reviving cordial to the diftreffed and fuffering father. His 
foul was overjoyed, and his mouth was full of the praifes 
cf redeeming love. His mind and fpirits were hereby pre. 











pated, with true refignation, to furrender the fon of his ad. 
vanced age to the God who gave him. After a few days 
more of tevere fuffering in body, but rejoicing in mind, the 
fon was removed trom time to eternity. There being no 
minifter in the neighborhood, the father undertook to preach 
a funeral fermon. Alli the fon’s old companions that could 
be fent to, were {pecially invited, and the old gentleman 
preached in fuch a manner, with a particular addrefs to the 
young men, as to aftonifh every hearer ; and while the feri- 
oufly inclined wondered and adored, the carelefs were con. 
founded and greatly alarmed. 

Scarcely had Mr. Tennent got over this heavy affliction, 
and returned to an active and ufeful courfe of life for a few 
vears, when God again cailed him to another fevere and ar. 
duous ftruggle of the fame nature. His eldeft fon, John, 
promifed fair to make a diftinguifhed figure in life, had 
poffeffed a large fhare in the affe€tions of both father and 
mother, and was more dear to their hearts than ever fince 
the death of his brother. It fo happened, that the father was 
called to New York to heal fome differences between the 
members of the church there. ‘The next morning after his 
arrival,he went into a bookftore when one ofthe mionifters of 
the epifcopal church came in,and on being introduced to him, 
after the common falutations,told him that he condoled with 
him on the death of his eldeft fon in the Weft-Indies. The 
old gentleman was at fi: ft truck dumb. With difficulty he 
foon inquired how the news came; and being informed 
that it was by a circuitous route, he fuddenly turned, and 
faid, ‘ The will of the Lord be done.’ The clergyman ob- 
ferved, that it was happy for him to be able fo cordially to 
fubmit to it. Mr. fennent replied, * The Lord is my God 
his will bedone.? On being afked by the bookfeller, who 
was his particular friend, to retire into the houfe, and endea- 
vor to fettle his mind, he anfwered, ‘ I am come on the 
Lord’s bufinefs ; my duty requires that I fhould fivith it; 
when that is cone I fhall have time enough to mourn for my 
fon.’ He immediately fet off to attend his appointment, fi. 
nifhed the bufinefs to his fatisfaétion and next day returned 
home, where he found that a letter had been received by a 
neighbour, containing the fame information which he had 
befure received. Thus, on the molt trying occafion, he 
fhowed the fame fubmiffon to the allotment of divine pros 
vidence that was difcoverable in all his former conduét.— 
"The following extra& from a letter, written at this time to 
the writer of this narrative, will thew the temper of his 
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mind in hisown language. ‘ Freehold, March, 1776.—- 
My dear fir, Perhaps before this comes to hand, you will 
be informed, that He who gave me the honorable epithet of 
a father, has, 1n his wife and unerring providence written 
me childlefs.* My fonis dead. This account [ had yef- 
terday from a letter written to a friend; the account is fo 
ftraight (though not circumflantial) that I cannot doubt its 
truth. Uhe tender mother has not heard it, nor do I intend 
fhe fhall, until authenticated. ‘This I menzion as a caution 
to you, in cafe you fhould write me before the matter is pub- 
lifhed. Let the dear heart have all pofible eafe, before the 
load, which it is likely will try her life, falls upon her. I 
know her attachment tothat child; his conduét has been 
fuch as greatly endeared him tous. Qur pains and expenfe 
in his education have been great, but infinitely fhort of what 
God has done for him. He has, therefore, the beft right 
tohim. Should we then, were it in our power, obftruct 
his taking full poffeffion of his own property? God forbid! 
This, fir, through God’s goodnefs, is not only what I fay, 
but it is the temper of my foul, for which God only deferves 
the honour. It is now above fifty years fince my foul refigns 
ed itfelf to God in Jefus Chrift. I had then neither fon nor 
daughter; { was completely fatisfied with him, and, bleffed 
be his name, lamfonow. Have I then reafon to cry out 
as if ruined? ‘2! no: on the contrary, I have the utmok 
reafon for thankigrving, that he has not, in righteous judg. 
ment, deprived me of himfelf, in whom all fullnefs dwells. 
My wife and mytelf are now haftening to childhood; if 
fpared a few years, we fhall need one tolead us; and we 
fhall look to you under God. _— All the benefit you can ex. 
pect trom fo doing, will confift in the fatisfactiou of your 
own mind, that you have helped two old people through the 
laft fteps of their pilgrimage.” Thus did this pious man 
turn every event of life, however afllictive, to the praife and 
glory of God, and he feldom omitted an opportunity of ine 
culcating the fame difpofition on all his acquaintance. 
When the late Rev. George Whitefield was lal in this 
country, Mr. Tennent paid him a vifit as he was pafling 
through New Jerfey. Mr. Whitefield and a number of o- 
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* He feems in the depth of his diftrefs, to have forgotten 
that he yet had one fon left, although he was 800 miles dif. 
tant from him, 
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ther clergymen, among whom was Mr. Tennent, were invi- 
ted to dinner by a gentleman in the neighborhood where 
the late Mr. William Livingfton, fince governor of New. 
Jerfey refided, and who, with feveral other lay gentlemen, 
were among the guefts, After dinner, in the courfe of an 
eafy and pleafant converfation, Mr. Whitefield adverted to 
the difficulties attending the gofpel miniftry, arifing from 
the {mall fuccefs with which their labors were crowned.— 
He greatly lamented, that all their zeal, adtivity and fervor 
availed but little ; faid that he was weary with the burdens 
and fatigues of the day ; declared his great confolation was, 
that in a fhort time his work would be done, when he fhould 
depart and be with Chrift; that the profpect of a {peedy 
deliverance had fupported his fpirits, or that he fhould, be- 
fore now, have funk under his labor. He then appealed to 
the minifters around him, if it were not their great comfort 
that they fhould foon goto reft. They generally affented, 
excepting Mr. Tennent, who fat next to Mr. Whitefield in 
filence ; and by his countenance difcovered but little plea. 
{ure in the converfation. On which, Mr. Whitefield turn- 
ing to him, and tapping him on the knee, faid, ‘“* Well ! bro- 
ther Tennent, you are the oldef{ man amongft us, do you 
not rejoice to think, that your time is fo near at hand, when 
you will be called home and freed from all the difficulties 
attending this chequered fcene ?”” Mr. T. bluntly anfwered, 
«‘T have no wifh about it.” Mr. W. preffed him again ; 
and Mr. 'T. again anfwered, ‘ No fir, it is no pleafure to 
me at all, and if you knew vour cuty, it would be none to 
you. I have nothing to do with death; my bufinefs is to 
live as lorgas [I can—as well as I can—and to ferve my 
Lord and Mafter as faithfully as I can, until he fhall think 
proper to call me home.” Mr. W. ftill urged for an expli- 
cit anfwer to his queftion, in cafe the time of his death were 
left to his own choice. Mr. Tennent replied, “ Ll have no 
choice about it ; 1 am God’s fervant, and have engaged to 
do his bufinefs, as long as he pleafes to continue me therein. 
But now brother, let me afk youa queftion, What do you 
think I would fay, if E was to fend my man Tom into the 
field to plough ; and if at noon I fhould go into the field and 
find him lounging under a tree, and complaining, “ matter, 
the fun is very hot, and the ploughing hard and difficult, I 
am tired acd weary of the work you have appointed me, 
and am overdone with the heat an burden of the day ; do 
mafler let me return home and be difcharged from this 
hard fervice 2” What would I fay 2 Why, that he was an 
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idle, lazy fellow ; that it was his bufinefs to do the work I 
had appointed him, until [, the proper jndge, fhould think 
fitto callhim home. Or, fuppofe you had hired a man to 
ferve you faithfully for a given time in a particular fervice, 
and he fhould, without any reafon on your part, and before 
he had performed half his fervice, become weary of it, and 
upon every occafion be exprefling a wifh to be difcharged, 
or placed in other circumftances ? Would you not call him 
a wicked and flothful fervant, and unworthy of the privile~ 
ges of youremploy ?” The mild, pleafant, and Chriftian~ 
like manner, in which this reproof was adminiftered, rather 
increafed the focial harmony and edifying converfation of 
the company ; who became fatisfied that it was very poffi- 
ble to err, even in defiring with undue earneftnefs, to depart 
and be with Christ, which in itfelfis far better than to re 
min in this imperfedt ftate ; and that it is the duty of the 
Chriftian in this refpeét to fay, ** All the days of my appoin- 
ted time, will I wait till my change come.” 

Among Mr. Tennent’s qualifications, none were more 
confpicuous than his aétivity both of body and mind. He 
hated and defpifed floth. He was almoft always in action 
—never wearied in well doing, nor in ferving his friends, 
His integrity and independence of {pirit were obfervable on 
the flighteft acquaintance. He was fo great a lover of 
truth, that he could not bear the leaft aberation from it even 
in ajoke. He was remarkable for his candor and liberality 
of fentiment, with regard to thofe who differed from him 
in opinion. His hofpitality and domeftic enjoyments were 
even proverbial. His public fpirit was always confpicuous, 
and his attachment to what he thought the beit interefts of 
his country, was ardent and inflexible. He took an early 
and decided part with his country in the commencement of 
the late revolutionary war. *#****** 

About the latter end of February, or beginning of March, 

777, Mr. Tennent was fuddenly feized with a fever, at- 
tended by violent fymptoms. He fent for his family phy- 
fician, who was in the act of fetting off for the legiflature of 
the ftate, of which he was a member. He called on his 
patient on his way, but could {pend but a few minutes with 
him. He, however, examined carefully into Mr. T.’s com- 
plaints, and the fymptoms attending the diforder. With 
great candor the phvfician informed his patient, that the at. 
tack appeared unufually violent ; that the cafe required the 
beft medical aid, and that it was out of his power to attend 
him. He feared that at his advanced age, there was not 
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and that his fymptoms {carcely admi*ted of a favorable prog. 
noftic. The good old man received this news with his ufu. 


al fubmiffion to the divine will; for, as he had always con. 


fidered bimfelf as bound for eternity, he had endeavored fo 
to live, that when the fummons fhould come, he would have 
nothing to do but to die. He calmly replied, ** I am very 
fenfible my diforder is violent, it has racked my conftitution 
to an uncommon degree, and beyond what I have ever be~ 
fore experienced, and that it is accompanied with fymotoms 
of approaching diffolution ; but blefled be God I have no 
with to live, if it fhould be his will and pleafure to call me 
hence.” After a moment’s paufe, he feemed to recolle& 
himfelf, and varied the expreffion thus : * Bleffed be God, I 
have no with to live, if it fhould be his will and pleafure to 
call me hence, unlefs it fhould be to fee a happy :ffue to 
the fevere and arduous controverfy my country is engaged 
in ; but, even in this, the will of the Lord be done.” 

During his whole ficknefs, he continued perfedily refigne 
ed to the divine will, until death was fwallowed up in vitto- 
ry, on the 8th day of March, 1777. His body was buried 
in his own church, at Freehold, a numerous concourfe of 
people, not only of the members of his own congregation, 
but of the inhabitants of the whole adjacent country, atten» 
ding his funeral. 

Mr. Tennent was rather more than fix feet high; ofa 
fpare thin viflage, and of an erect carriage. He had bright, 
piercing eyes, a long, fharp nofe, and a long face. His ge- 
neral countenance was grave and folemn, but at all times 
cheerful and pieafant with his friends. It may be faid of 
him with peculiar propriety, that he appeared in an ex. 
traordinary manner, to live above the world, and its aliure. 
ments. He feemed habitually to have fuch clear views of 
{piritual and heavenly things as afforded him much of the 
foretafte and enjoyment of them. His faith was rearly and 
experimentally ‘the fubitance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things unfeen.” Literally his daily walk was 
with God, and he lived * as feeing him who is invifible.” 
The divine prefence with him, was frequently manifefted 
in his public miniltrations, and in his private conduct.— 
His ardent foul was feldom fatished, unlefs he was exerting 
himfelf, in fome way or other, in public or private, in ren. 
dering kind offices and effectual fervices of friendthip, both 
in fpiritual and temporal things to his fellow men. ‘Wake 
him in his whole demeanor and condudé, there are few of 





NE a 4 75, 










wh 
life 


rit 
rod 
the 
rit: 
per 


am¢ 
ind 
wh: 
fuc 
love 
op 
ligh 
and 
twer 
Atte 
cler, 
duce 
Mr. 
fern 
Mr. 
tour 
whe 
witl 
him 
be Vi 
havi 
to fT 
eve! 
abre 


the! 
lam 


S vil; 


pati 


3 whe 


@ acti 


try 

fitte 
Was 
thor 
tot 





ae 73 —~ 


whom it might more emphatically be faid, that he lived the 
life, and died the death of the righteous. 

He was well read in divinity, and was of found orthodox 
principle. He profefled himfelf a moderate Calvinilt. The 
doftrines of man’s depravity; the atonement of the Saviour; 
the abfolute neceflity of the all powerful influence of the Spi- 

ritof God, to renew the heart and fubdue the will; all in 
) perfe&t confillence with the free agency of the finner, were 
among the leading articles uf his faith, Thefe doctrines, 
| indeed, were generally interwoven in his public difcourfes, 
whatever might be the particular fubje&t difcuffed. His 
fuccefs was often anfwerable to his exertions. His people 
loved him as a father ; revered him as the paftor and bifh. 
op of their fouls ; obeyed him as their inftructor ; and de. 
lighted in his company and private converfation as a friend 
and brother. He carefully avoided making. a difference be- 
tween his doétrines publicly taught and his private practice. 
Attending a fynod, a few years before his death, a ftrange 
clergyman, whom he had never before feen, was intro. 
duced to the fynod, and afked to preach in the evening, 
Mr. Tennent attended, and was much difpleafed with the 
fermon. As the congregation were going out of the church, 
Mr. Tennent in the crowd, coming up to the preacher, 
touched him on the fhoulder, and faid, ‘* My brother, 
when I preach, I take care to fave myfelf, whatever I do 
with my congregation.” ‘The clergyman looked behind 
him with furprife, and feeing a very grave man, faid, 
** What do you mean Sir?” Mr. Tennent anfwered, “ You 
have been fendind your whole congregation, fynod and all, 
to perdition, and you have not even faved yourfelf, When. 
© ever I preach, 1 make it a rule to fave myfelf,” and then 
> abruptly lett him, without his knowing who fpoke to him: 
> At Mr. Tennent’s death, the poor mourned for him, as 
» their patron, their comforter and fupport; and the rich 
lamented over him as their departed paflor and friend. 
The public, at large, loft in hima firm affertor of the cis 
> viland religious interefts of his country. He was truly a 
) patriot, not in words and pretences, not in condemning all 
> who differed from him to profcription and death, but in 
) acting in fuch a manner, as would have rendered his coune 
try moft happy, if all had followed his example. Hein. 
fitted on his own rights and freedom of fentiment, but he 
was willing to let others enjoy the fame privilege ; and he 
7 thought it of as much importance to live and aét well, as 
) to think and fpeak juflly, 
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May all, who read the memoirs of this amiable and ufe,. 
ful man, fervently and conftantly befeech that God, with 
whom is the refidue of the Spirit, that their life may be 
that of the righteous, fo that their latter end may be like 
his; and that the Great Head of the church, while he re, 
moves faithful and diftinguifhed labourers from the gofpel 
vineyard, may raife up others, who fhall poffefs, evena 
double portion of their fpirit, and, whe shall be even more 
fuccefsful in winning fouls unto Jefus Chrift, the great. 
Bithop of Souls.—Assem. Mug. 
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Exiraé of a letter from Dr. Doddvridge, ta Mr. Pearsall, of 
Taunton, containing a remarkable relaticn. 


‘©’ THere was a German, who Iaid himfelf out for the 
converfion of the Jews, lately in London, one of the moft. 
furprifing linguifts in the world: he formed a refolution, 
when but five years of age, of learning the languages in 
ufe amongit the Jews, without any reafon that could be af. 
figned ; fo that the pure Hebrew, the Rabinical, the lingua 
Sudaica, which differs from both, and almoft all the mo. 
dern languages of the then European nations, were as fa. 
miliar to him as his own native tongue. With this furni- 
ture, and with great knowledge of God and love to Chrit, 
and zeal for the falvation of fouls, he had fpent twelve of 
the thirty.fix years of his life in preaching Chriit in the 
fynagogues, in the moft apoftolic manner, warning the 
Jews of their enmity to God; of their mifery, as rejected 
by him ; of the only hope that remains for them, by re. 
turning to their own Meitfiah; and by feeking from him 
1ighteoufnefs of life, and placing their fouls under the 
{prinkling of the blood of that great facrifice. God blcffed 
his labours in many places! In Germany, Poland, Hol- 
land, Lithuania, Hungary, and other parts through which 
he had travelled, more than 600 fouls owned their conver- 
fion to his minifiry, many of whom exprefled their great 
concern to bring others of their brethren to the knowledge 
of that great and blefled Redeemer ; and befought him to 
inflruét their children, that they might preach Chrift allo. 

Dr. Doddridge adds, that he heard one of his fermons, 
as he repeated it in Latin: that he could not hear it without 
many tears, and that he told him that fermon converted a 
Rabbi, who was mafter of a fynagoguex—L£van. Jeg. 
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OniGINAL ESsAYS ON Morar anv Rerrcovs susjects. 


ee By order of Hanover Prefbytery each femiannual meet- 

ing of that Body, is to be opened with a‘fermon, on fome 
fubje& relating to the Gofpel miniftry. The following dit- 
courfe was delivered in compliance with this order, and is 
publifhed by requeft of Prefbytery. 


2 TimorTay, tv. 2.—Preach the word. 
TuesE words are a part of a moft folemn charge, given 


culated to make a very deep impreffion on the mind of a mi. 
nifter of the gofpel of Chrift. ‘* f charge thee therefore 
before God and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall judge rhe 
quick and the dead, at his appearing and his kingdom, 
Preach the word.” 

Thefe words have been chofen as a text, in compliance 
with an order of Hanover Prefbytery, which has made it 
my duty to deliver a difcourfe at this time, with a more 
particular reference to the ‘duties of a preacher, thana hear- 
er of the gofpel. I hope neverthelefs, that the obfervations 
intended to be made will not be altogether uninterefting to 
any clafs of my hearers. So clofely-connected are the preach- 
er and hearer, that it would be impoflible to ftate with pre- 
cifion the duties of the former without including thofe of 
the latter in fome degree. But fhould my Brethren in the 
miniftry, by any thing that may be faid, be either edified or 
animated in the difcharge of the duties of their office, [ 
would certainly conclude that I had not laboured in vain, 
though the other part of my audience fhould be once difap. 
pointed. Iftwice, in twelve months, we devote an hour 
exclufively to the confideration of our own duties ; our hear- 
ers will bear with us ; and more efpecially will they grant 
us this licence, if, in confequence of it, a more ftrif attenti. 
on be given to their interefts at all other times, and in all 
other difcourfes. 

The queftion that would probably be firft afked by a 
preacher, would be, What is to be preached ? An anfwer is 
given in the text. Zhe word. Inthe word of God we are 
furnifhed with information on a variety of fubjects, the moft 
important and interefting to mankind. The facred volume 
is made up of the writings of infpired men, who wrote at 
Cifferent periods, in different countries, and in feveral lan. 
guages ; yet this volume furnifhes us with a complete and 
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perfe€tly harmonious fyftem of truth : fuficient to make 
men wife to falvation. From the. bible, therefore, our fer. 
mons are to be taken. This fountain of wifdom, can never 
be exhaufted. The doétrines, precepts and examples fur. 
nifhed here: the information given refpecting the perfedii. 
ons of God, his providential care, exercifed over all his 
creatures : and efpecially over his people. His gracious 
purpofe of faving finners by his Son, The advent of this 
Savior, his charaéter, life and doétrines ; his fufferings, 
death, refurrection and afcenfion to glory. ‘The promifes 
of the gofpel, and efpecially, the promife of the Holy Spirit, 
to enlighten, to guide, to comfort and fanétify the people of 
God. Thefe topics force themfelves on the attention of the 
minifter of the gofpel, as moft interefting to his hearers and 
to himfelf. The word of God, likewiie informs us of the 
deplorable ftate of man, asa finner : of his guilt, depravity, 
ignorance and weaknefs ; of his expofure to temptations, 
afflictions, difeafes and death: and affures us that a day is 
appointed, when the jult and unjuit fhall be forever feperat- 
ed ; and that eternal life, or everlafting punifhment will be 
the reward of obedience or difobedince to the word of truth, 
which we preach. ) 
There is no part of the facred volume from which we may 
not derive fomething appertaining to life and godlinefs ; the 
whole volume is given by infpiration of God, and is profit. 
able for do&trine, for reproof, for corre¢tion and inftruction 
in righteoufnefs, To depreciate, alter or neglect any part 
ef the infpired volume, is to call in queftion the wifdom of 
its Author: to add or diminith here, is to expofe ourfelves 
to the heavy and everlafting vengeance of the Almighty.— 
‘There are, however fome parts of the iofpired writings 
which require to be more particulary noticed and infifted on, 
in every fermon. Of this clafs is the doctrine of Auman de- 
pravity. The preacher who would be fuccetsful in his 
work, muft begin with this doétrine, and never lofe fight of 
it. And there is no occafion, my brethren, to leave the 
word of God, or refort to human inventions, to give impref- 
five views of the deplorabie condition of a depraved finner. 
No language can be fo forcible, as that of the bible, on this 
melancholy fubjeét. Were the fcriptures fufficiently regar- 
ded as the rule of faith, we would hear little of the dignity 
of man in his natural ftate : we would hear nothing of his 
moral worth, Menwould no longer be encouraged, as they 
have often been, to lay their own works as the foundation of 
all their hopes of future felicity, did they believe that, every 
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thought of the imagination of their heart was evil, and only evil 
continually : that the heart was deceitful above ail things and 
desperately wicked : and the carnal mind enmity against God. 
‘Thefe are a few of the numerous paffages of God’s word, 
which teach the do¢trine of human depravity, witha per. 
fpicuity fufficient to humble the heart of every finner, who 
will confider their meaning, with an unprejudiced mind.— 
There is reafon, indeed to fufpect, that the humiliatiug ten- 
dency of this doétrine has given rife to the oppofition it has 
fo uniformly, met with: and that in many cafes, where it 
was not dire&lly oppofed, ithas been caitioufly kept out of 
fight ; becaufe it could not be made to accord with fentiments 
which men had imbibed, (not from the fcriptures) refpedt_ 
ing the ability of a fnner, to do the willofGod. Some 
public teachers feem to poffefs a great degree of tendernefs 
when this futject prefents itfelf, They are afraid to inform 
taeir hearers that they are entirely depraved and helplels, 
left they fhould fiok into defpair. They muft be flattered 
with a perfuafion that Jefus Cirift has repaired the ruins of 
the fall, thathe has set mankind on their feet once more (to 
ufe their own phrafeology) and that it is only neceffary now, 
that the {ner do as wellas he can, and he fhall find accep. 
tunce with God. It by the finner’s own exertions he could 
obtain eternal life, it would be very improper to reprefent 
him in a helplefs condition. No finner would be in danger 
of finking ioto defpair, on this fuppofition, Prefumption 
and not defpair, is the evilto be dreaded where finners are 
entertained with thefe flattering do¢trines. Vainly will you 
attempt to convince a finner of the neceflity of a Savior, to 
do that for him, which you have told him, he can do for 
himfeif. This fcheme, which is thought by fome, to be the 
only one that difplays free grace, and honors the Savior, 
when thoroughly tilted will be found to have no grace in it; 
on the contrary, it is calculated to fruftrate the grace of 
God, to difl.onor the Savior, and ruin the finner, by cherith- 
ing the price of his heart, and encouraging him to build his 
hopes of future happinefs on the fand. Will reprefenting 
the truth on this fubjedt fink the finner into difpair? Let 
him fink. The doétrine is confeffedly calculated to convince 
hica of the infufficiency cf his own righteoufnefs, and lead 
him to defpair of obtaming faivation by the deeds ofthe law; 
and for this perpofe it is to be preached. We would rejoice 
to find many of our hearers feized with this {pecies of def- 
Pair: itis thus they moft fink from a proud, felf.righteous 
iptrit, or they wiilnever rife to the comforts of true religion. 
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‘The dodirines of human depravity.and human guilt are 
‘clofely allied ; they are taught with equal perfpicuity in the 
fcriptures, and require in an equal degree the attention of 
the man who has undertaken to preach the word. Ifthe 
Sinner is under a fentence of condemnation as a tranfgreffor 
of the divine law—ifhe ftands expofed to everlafting def. 
truction, and the wrath of God abideth on him; certainly 
he cannot be too plainly or too frequently informed of his 
dreadful condition. The inflruction to be given by the 
preacher on thefe fubjeéts is intended to pave the way for 
his entrance on a more pleafing tafk. 

Is the finner convinced? Does he enquire ** What muft 
T do to be faved ?”? The word of God alone can afford relief, 

To him is the news of falvation fent. Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reft.” ‘ This is a faithful faying and worthy of all accepta- 
‘tion, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave finners— 
to feck and fave the loft.” To direét the convinced finner 
to Jefus Chrift: to fhew him from the facred oracles, the 
perfedtion and dignity of the Savior, his compaffion for pe- 
rifhirg finners, manitefted in every poffible method through 
‘his life, and more efpecially in his unparallelled fufferings, 
and his death, is a part of the bufinefs afigned to the gofpel 
minifter. If we are to be guided by the opinion or prac. 
‘tice of the apoftle'Paul, preaching a crucified Savior, mutt 
be confidered the principal obje&t of our miniftry ; the main 
bufinefs of life. “ I determined to know nothing among 
you, fave Jefus Chrift and him crucified. ‘God forbid that 
1 fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrifl.” 
The preacher who can not honeftly adopt this language, has 
‘reafon to fear, that he has miflaken his calling. The man 
who cannot receive a facred pleafure, from publifhing the 
dodirines of the crofs: who is not willing to fpend and be 
Ypent, in promoting the caufe ofa crucified Savior, is not 
ailed of God to preach his word. 

Faith in Jefus Chrift: repentance unto life, and a godly 
‘converfation are to be required of.every hearer of the gof. 
pel. ‘he faithful preacher will be folicitous to guard his 
hearers againft miftakes on thefe important articles; and, 
as a juftifying faith, uniformly works by love, and purifies 
the heart; as true repentance imbitters fin and turns the fin- 


mer to God; in the exercife of his miniftry, particular care 


will be taken, to inculcate the precepts of the gofpel, and to 
exhort all who name the name of Chrift to depart from ail 
iniquity, as the only method whereby they can glorify God, 
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or fhew that they are his people. ‘ They who profefs to 
believe in God muft be exhorted to maintain good works, 
for without holine{s no man fhall fee the Lord,” 

Having afcertained what is to be preached, the next en_ 
quiry may be du what manner is.the ward to be preached ? 

{t ought to be preached with the greatef fimplicity and 
plainnels of fpeech. The preacher ought to aim to be un- 
derftood by the loweft clafs of his hearers. He is not to 
fuppofe that he has difcharged his duty, though he may have 
delivered an orthodox, evangelical difcourfe, if it has not 
heen preached ¢o his. hearers, but pronounced defore them, 
in alanguage they could not underftand. In whatever part 
of the world the preacher may be called to difpenfe the 
word of life;. could he obtain-a perfonal acquaintance with 
the peopie to whom_he preaches ; and afcertain with any de- 
gree Of accuracy, the extent of their information; or of 
their capacity to receive inftruction: he would probably 
find it a more difficult tak to preach the word with fuficient 
plainnefs, than itis generally fuppofed to be. I would not 
Le underfiood, however, as advocating a carelefs, flovenly 
manner, of delivering difcourles from the facred defk.— 
Low, vulgar exprefhons, by no means fuit the dignity of the 
fubjc&ls which claim the attention of an ambaflador of Chrift. 
His objet ought to be, to be underftood by the weakeft and. 
molt illiterate of his hearers ; and to aceomplifh this, if pof- 
fible without difgufting the moft refined: but if either of 
thele claffes is to be difappointed let it be the latter, Let 
it always be faid that the poor have the gospel preached to. 
then. 

II, The word is to be preached with earnest zeal; that it. 
may be manifeft that the preacher’s heart is with him in his 
work. ‘The words immediately following the text, require 
him to be instant in season and aut of season. A preacher 
may difpenfe the word to his hearers, every fabbath, and 
flew by his public difcourfes, that he has not been inatten. 
tive to purity of dotrine ; or negleétful of found fpeech that 
cannot be condemned; and yet, for want of fomething, that 
books or ftudy cannot furnifh—in confequence of a defect of 
the heart, his fermons may not reach the hearts of his hear- 
ers, It is univerfally, and jufily expected, that the man 
Who appears in the d‘gnified charaéter of an ambaffador of 
Chrift, will manifeft a degree of zeal in difcharging the du- 
ties of his office, correfponding to its importance. It is jult- 
ly expected that correet views, of the great fubjeéts which 
@ccupy his thoughts in the pulpit, will influcuce his heart 
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when he is out of the pulpit—that his life will be coincident 
with his doétrine, and his fermons, the effufions of a heart 
deeply penetrated by the love of Chrift, and fixed with zeal 
for his glory. And, whatever difagreeable fenfa.ions may 
be excited in the minds of many, by animated, pathetick, 
pungent addreffes from the pulpit: however they may with 
that the preacher would permit them to fit uodiflurbed ; 
they will all agree, that a dull, unfeeling preacher, whatever 
other good qualities he may poffefs, is deftitute of ore qua. 
lification, indifpenfibly necefflary to render him ufeful; or 
re{pecteble in his ftation. it is obvious to remark here, 
that preachers very poorly qualified in other refpedts, for 
the great work they have undertaken, have by their fervent 
zeal, manifefled in their public difcourfes, fucceeded in ex, 
citing the public attention; and have collected multitudes to 
hear them, 1n places, where men of lefs zeal, could have ex. 
pected little fuccefs: whatever might be the public opinioa 
of their profound knowledge or literary attainments. ‘here 
are many of the neceffary qualifications of a gofpel minifler 
which the people at large are neither competent to judge of, 
nor co they concern themfelves about them; but any man 
can fay whether his preacher appears to be in earneft or not, 
If itis his earneft defire and prayer to God, that his hear. 
ers may be faved: if he travails in birth for them, until 
Chrilt be formed in them the hope of glory ; they all know 
it, and all think that every preacher ought to be influenced 
by this fpirit. 

II!. ‘he word is to be preached in szncerity. * In doc. 
trine fhewing incorruptnels, sizcerity.? Nothing, unlefs it 
is grofs immorality, will mere certainly prevent a preacher’s 
ufefulnefs, than apparent infincerity. Let him be fufpeéted 
of aficGation, or of a defign to impofe on his hearers, by a 
feigned concern for their ipiritual interefis, and he at once 
lifes his refpeCtability, and ceafes to be ufeful. But no ap. 
pearance which a preacher may affume in the pulpit, will be 
f{.Micient to prove his fincerity, without a life correfponding 
to the precepts of the word of Gud. which he preaches.— 
He fhould be able to addrefs his hearers, in the language 
ot Pavl, “ Be ve followers of me, even as I alfo am of 
Chrift.” 

When men endeavour to afcertain whether a preacher is 
fiacere, or not, their opinion is formed, not fo much from 
the appearance he mikes in the pulpit, ss from his general 
concuct, “They know that a man of common taients and 
and improvenent may without much Cificulty efcape cede 
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= 81 o- 
fure in his pulpit exhibitions ; but to judge of his fincerity, 
they follow him into private life ; they afk, what is his ge- 
neral deportment? and fcrutinize with an eagle’s eye, the 
tempers and difpofitions, which predominate in his heart, 
and fhape his conduct in his intercourfe with the world. 
They will juftly conclude, that no man can be fincere in 
his commendations of patience, humility, refignation, and 
ether chriftian graces, who habitually indulges a proud, 
impatient, difcontented fpirit, or fhews that he is deftitute 
of any effentia! trait in the chriftian character. And it is 
worthy of remark, that flight deviations from the path of 
duty, which in the condutt of private chriftians, might 
pofibly pafs unnoticed, may be highly detrimental to a 
minifter of the gofpel. Perhaps the reputation of both 
public and private chriftians has more frequently fuffered ; 
and their fincerity has oftener been doubted, in confe- 
quence of frequent flight failures ; than any flagrant vio- 
lations of the divine law. They are generally prepared 
to refift temptations to fcandalous crimes ; while they fel. 
dom are fufficiently careful to avoid the appearance of 
evil, and to maintain a converfation in all refpeéts con. 
formed to the gofpel of Chrift. 

IV. The word is tobe preached praétically. No doce 
trine of divine revelation can be confidered with propriety 
a fubject of mere fpeculation. Every revealed truth is 
calculated to influence the heart and praétice ; and the bu- 
finefs of the preacher is, to explain and inculcate thefe 
truths in fuch a manner as will give them their full influ- 
ence on the hearts and practice of his hearers. A preach- 
er may be admired for his wifdom, or his oratory, but if 
his fermons are calculated to fix the attention of his hearers 
on him, rather than on themfelves: to induce them to ad. 
mire his excellencies, rather than to deplore their own de- 
feéts ; his profpeét of ufefulnefs cannot be the moft pleaf- 
ing. Do you wifh to find chriftians of the moft pious, ex- 
emplary lives? In vain will you feek them in congregations 
which have been accuftomed to hear from the pulpit the 
dry, or angry difputes of polemick divinity ; or {craps of 
heathen morality : they are to be found in thofe places that 
have been favored with the moft evangelical, practical 
preaching. 

But let none fuppofe, that by practical preaching nothing 
more is meant, than thewing the neceflity, and defcribing 
the method of a finner’s converfion. From fome preachers 
you may hear, in every fermon, whatever may be the text 
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a chrislian experience—a very circumftantial and full de. 
tail of the exe ‘rcifes, which have been experienced by all 
who have paff-d from death, to life; together with the 
exact order in which thefe exercifes are fuppofed to have 
taken place: and he whole ftatement generally concluded 

with a confilent cfurance that the mana is utterly deftitute 
of true religion who has not been brought to the poffeffion 
ofitprecifely io their way. Now, a weighty objection a, 
gainil thefe cirifiian experiences, as they are called or ra. 
ther apiinit the defcription of them, which ts given by 
preachers, is that they do not, in one cafe out of ten, agree 
with the actaal exnerience of their hearers. Very foitu, 
nately, many chriftians are prudent enough under fuch dif. 
courfes, to appeal from the featence of the preacher, to the 
decifion of the word which he profeffes to preach. 

Here, the man that loves God—believes in the Savior— 
hates fin—hungers and thurfts for righteoufnefs—the man, 
in one word, who pofleifces any unequivocal evidence of 
true ptety, ts affured thot he hath eternal life ; however un. 
able he may be to defcribe the manner, or afcertain the hour 
of his convertion. Let no preacher prefume to limit the 
Holy One of {frael. If finners are made holy, there is joy 
in heaven; let the earth rejoice likewiie, and let chriltians 
be exhorted to maintain a comfortable affurance of their 
intereft in the favor of God, by a confcientious difcharge 
of every duty, rather than by a reference to the time, or 
mode of their their converfon, 

‘There ts reafoa to fear that this method of preaching, has 
been often the occation ef dangerous miftakes, ‘The hum- 
ble, dithdent chiitian, who fears to truft his own judgment, 
and relics on the inttructions of his preacher, with implicit 
confidence, 1s often greatly perplexed: whilit many delud. 
ed meRenETES, though they induige themfelves in fin, doubt 
not the validity of ‘their title to eternal lite, hecaufe they 
have had what the preacher telis them, is a cnriitian experi- 
ence, * Shew me thy faith without tay works fays James, 
and I will fhew thee my faith, be m v works,” Vain are 
all hopes touaded on palt exercifes and experiences, where 
there is nota prefent experience of the grace that bringeth 
falvation ; that teaches to deny ungodlinefs and worldly 
lufts, and to live foberly, rigateously and godly in the pres 
fent world. Uherefore, every important part of a minil. 
ter’s duty is, to lay before his hearers the various precepts 
of the gofpel—to teach them from the word of God, the 
duties to be performed in their various llations ; and, by 
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the motives which the word of God prefents, to bring them 
under the conftant, vital influence of the word of life. But 
it has been afked by fome, 

To whom is the word to be preached. 

The commitlion given by Jefus Chrift, to his first preach- 
ers, was, * Go preach the Gofpel to every creature.” To 
his minifters the word is committed, and from this inefli. 
mable treafure, as {ewards of the mytfterics of Chrifl, they 
are to diftribute to all their hearers their portion in due fea- 
fon: rightly dividing the word of truth. But if we be. 
lieve that ** no man is able, in this life, pericéily, to keep 
the commandments of God ; it is afked. h. w we can, coniil- 
tently with this belief, preach the word to a finner, and ens 
join it on him, to believe and obey the word preached ? 

It will be readily conceded, that men have oftcn been 
juftly charged with holding felf- contradiGory opinions, Of- 
ten have {vitems been zealoufly advocated which were very 
heterogenious and incoherent. But whatever imperfec. 
tions of this kind, may mingle with the woiks of mep the 
word of God is perfect : our opinions refpeciing the fyitem 
of divine truth, may be very much influenced by our weak- 
nefs or wickednefs ; but this fvitem is perfeAly harmoni. 
ous and confiftent. ‘Ihis muil be granted, if God is ace 
knowledged as its author. 

Now it mult be manifeft to all who will perufe the word 
of God, that there is no notice taken there, of any fuppof. 
ed inability, which might be pled by the finner in excufe for 
his difobedience. ** God commandeth all men. every where, 
torepent ; and this is his command, that ye believe in him 
whom he hath fent.” However the finner may be alienated 
from God, he is certainly bound to love him with all his 
heart. If then, notwithitanding the fuppoled inability of 
the finner, he is buund to repent, to belicve in Jelus Chrift, 
and to exercife that affe¢tion which is the fulfiling of the 
law ; we are certainly authorized to preach the word to him, 
and to require him to de a doer of the word which he hears. 
Tke practice of the apofiles coincides with this opinion. [t 
will not be fufpe&ted that they went beyond the limits of the 
authority given them, in their commiflion, yet we find them 
exhorting tinners, of every defcription, to repent and turn 
10 God, and do works ineet jor repentance. Even Simon 
Magus, tho’ they knew him to be in the gall of bittervefs and 
bond of iniquity, was exhorted to repent and pray to God. 

But it may not be improper to inquire whether or not, the 
cariftian poffefles greater ability to do the will of God, than 
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the finner. Hath not Jefus Chrift informed his people, that 
without him they can do nothing? If then, in confequence 
of the finner’s inability, it is improper to preach the word 
to him ; the fame may be faid of the faint: they are both 
weak—both helplefs. The grace of God, received by one 
and rejected by the other, makes the only difference. The 
objection therefore, would, if admitted, put an end to all 
preaching; or at leaft make it improper to call on faint or 
finner, to obey any precept, until it fhould be known, that 
he had received grace fufficient to make him obedient ; but 
as this could only be afcertained by the performance of the 
duty, the difficulty would fill remain: no man would ex, 
hort another to do a thing which he had already done, 
Were the finner’s inability admitted in one cafe asa fuf, 
ficient objeftion againft preaching the word to him—the 
fame objection muft operate in every cafe: and the only 
inexcufable finner on earth would be, the man who after 
having been enabled by divine grace, to do the will of God, 
refufed to do it. I fuppofe there are not many of this del. 
cription, 

But, after all, what is this inability ? It is not a natural 
inability ; or a deficiency of natural powers. In a cafe 
of this kind, it is required of a man according to what he 
hath, and not according to what he hath not. It is nota 
defe&t of the head, but of the heart.. Were the finner dif. 
pofed to obey the precepts of God’s word, but compelled 
by fome irrefiftable influence to a¢t contrary to his inclina 
tion, it would appear fevere to condemn him; but if he 
has no difpofition to obey, if he can not do the will of 
God, becaufe he wii// not, his guilt is of equal extent with 
his inability, and fo far from furnifhing an objeétion a 
gainft preaching the word to him, this inability, makes it 
indifpenfably neceflary. The word of God, which we 
preach, affords the only relief for this fpecies of inability, 
If the motives which the holy fcriptures furnifh, perfuade 
not the finner to be reconciled to God; neither would 
he be perfuaded though one fhould rife trom the dead. 
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; 
without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God. But how fhall 
fiuners hear or believe without a preacher? Multitudes 
now dead in trefpaffles and fins fhall hear the voice of the 
Son of God and live. Whilft finners are to be found on 
earth, preachers fhall be raifed up, qualified and inclined 
to publ. fh to them the tidings of falvation—to turn them 
fiom darknefs to light and from the power of Satan to God, 
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that they may receive forgivenefs of fins and an inheri. 
tance among the:n that are fanctified. If we confider how 
various the characters of men are: what a multiplicity of 
errors, prejudices, evil habits, delufive hopes, infidel ob- 
jections, and a thoufand other evils are probably lurking 
in every affembly colle&ted to hear the word of God ; and 
recollect that every man is to receive his portion from the 
preacher, it will appear that a very confiderable part of his 
bufinefs is to be tranfacted with the unconverted. He is 
to reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all long fuffering and 
doétrine. Placed as a watch-man on the wall of Zion, he 
is to give timely notice of every approaching enemy, and 
watch for the fouls ot his hearers. Well might the Apof- 
tle exclaim “ Who is fufficient for thefe things?” And if 
this exclamation was extorted from the great Apoftle of 
the Gentiles, when confidering the nature of his office, and 
the confequences which were to refult from the preaching 
of the word, it is certainly proper for us to enquire. 
By whom is the word to be preached? 

No more appropriate anfwer could have been given to 
this inquiry,than that which the Apoftle himfelf hath furnifhe 
ed, in the fecond chapter and fecond verfe of this epiftle. 
* Faithful men; able to teach others also.” That men detti- 
tute of piety have too frequently thurft themfelves into the 
gofpel miniftry ; there is little roomtodoubt. And that 
the miniftrations of fuch men, have, occafionally been bene- 
ficial to their hearers; is notimprobable. God may have 
made their talents and natural gifts, ferviceable to his peo. 
ple, in a way which they neither intended nor underftood. 
But be this as it may , all will agree that to be a preacher 
of righteoufnefs, a man ought to be righteous. It is cers 
tainly very prepofterous for a finner to undertake to preach 
the word to others, whillt he neither believes nor obeys it 
himfelf. That a man may be qualified for explaining the 
word of God, he muft poffefs the wifdom that cometh from 
above; for ** the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit, for they are foolifhnefs to him; neither can he 
know them, for they are fpiritually difcerned.” [fthe 
blind lead the blind, the confequence mult be fatal to both. 
And were it poflible for an irregenerate finner, to poffefs all 
the knowledge requifite in expounding the word: could he 
be innocently employed in this facred work, with a life dif. 
conformed to his doétrines, how could he expect to be ei. 
ther ufeful or refpected amongft men? It is known, that 
however erroneous the fentiments of finners are, refpecting 
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meny things that pertain to religion; they can all tell whe- 
ther the lite and coétrines of a preacher are coincident, or 
not. A holy life will give a preacher influence ; and even 
the finner, who hates holinefs, will permit him to be defici- 
ent in any cther qualification rather than in holinefs. Let 
any hearer be perfuaded that his preacher watches for his 
foul, as one that muft give an account: that he travails in 
birth for his hearers, until Chrilt be formed in them the 
hope of glory; and he will readily overlook, or, perhaps, 
will never difcover many real defe@ls in the judgment or 
tafte of the man revered for his piety. 

But every faithful man is not called to preach the word. 
The preacher mult be able to teach others. ‘That a man 
may be a competent teacher of any {cierce, he mult poffefs 
a sound mind; aa underfianding capable of grafping his 
fubject: of viewing it in all its parts and bearings, and of 
difcovering and cbviating all the cbhje€lions that may be 
made againft the dodtrine he would advocate. ‘the chrif- 
tian minifter is to be able to cantend earnestly for the faith, 
and by sound doctrine to convince guinsayers. if we are due 
ly apprifed of the ingenuity, the fubtilty, the literary at. 
tainments, and popular talents, ot fome of thofe who have 
afiailed the Chriflian fyftem ; we will require nothing more 
to convince us, of the impropriety and danger, of commit 
ting the gofpel to men ci weak minds. Without the natu. 
ral gitt of gocd fenfe, all attempts to furnifh a man with o- 
ther qualifications neceffary in a preacher, muft be as un, 
fuccelsful, as the effort to rear a ltately fabric withouta foun. 
dation. 

But is every man qualified to preach the word, who is 
endowed with a found mind, and hath obtained grace to 
be faithful? Many are ready to anfwer in the affirmative ; 
end the call and miffien of the apoftles are fuppofed to juf. 
tity their mode of procedure. — It is afked, were not they 
unlearned ignorant mcn; fifhermen and mechanics? and 
were they not called from their worldly occupations, to 
preach the kingdom of God. 

Vere all that has ever been urged refpeirg the igno- 
rance of thofe men acmitted, it certainly would wot autho. 
rife us to licence men to preach the word, whom we belie- 
ved to be dcftitute of the qualifications which the word in. 
ferms us ere neceflary. 

What might have been done by Jefus Chrift, in an ex. 
traordimary cafe, certainly could not have been imtended 
to sercer us excufalls ta the vielation of rules he has pres 
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feribed. But, whatever might have been the ignorance of 
thefe fifhermen and mechanics, previous to their intercourfe 
with the Savior, they were well qualified to preach the 
word before they entered on their public minifiry. Read 
the account of the various fpiritual gifts with which they 
were endowed, attend to the fymptoms of aftonifhment ob- 
fervable in thofe who heard their public difcourfes ; or their 
defence of their doétrines, when arraigned and accufed be- 
fore the civil authority, and you wiil perceive that though 
they had formerly been confidered weak, illiterate men, a 
very diffent opinion was aow held refpecting them. It was 
manifeit to all who had any knowledge of their former 
condition, that an amazing alteration had taken place; it 
was therefore concluded that they had been with Fesus.— 
This was a jult conclufion: Vhis accounted tor the change 
atonce. ‘They had been with Jefus; and he had made 
them fishersof men. Wo any who acknowledge the neceffi, 
ty of the minifterial qualifications which the fcriptures re. 
quire, now profefs to have obtained thefe qualifications in 
an extraordinary way? [tis certainly proper to require of 
them fome extraordinary proof of thcir fupernatural en. 
dowments. Let them heal the fick, ur raife the dead ; and 
we will believe that God may have given them in a mira. 
culous manner, the gifts and qualifications required in 
preaching ;_ but if proof of this kind is not to be obtained, 
nor expected ; if the qualifications neceflary, require mucit 
time and diligence ia their attainment: all pretenfions to 
miraculous endowments mufl be difregarded. We mult 
lay hands fuddenly on no man; nor on any confide- 
ration commit the facred office to novices, or to men who 
cannot afford fatisfactory proof that they are able to teach 
others. 

Is it not furprifing that, whil% men acknowledge the ne. 
cefity of various gifts and qualifications in the teacher of 
any other {cience, they fhould fuppofe a man might officiate 
as a rcligious inftruftor, without any qualifications? Sup. 
pofe a man were to fet himfelf up as a teacher of Moral 
Philofophy, who would readily acknowledge, that he had 
never looked into a book on that fubjeét ; would he meet 
with encouragement? Would his diiciples be numerous ? 
Would not, even they, who are moft liable to impofition, 
be ready to enquire, Can a man teach others what he does 
not know himf-lf? Can the biind lead the blind? 

Is religion fuppofed to fupercede the neceffity of every 
ether quaubfication? Muft every Gncere chrillian be coni- 
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dered a judicious divine ? Then let every good citizen af- 
pire to the dignity of a Profeflor of Law. But if religion 
and {cience have uniformly flourifhed and declined toge- 
ther ; if experience, as well as reafon, has evinced that the 
former cannot profper without the latter; the man mult be 
grofsly ignorant, or very wicked, who would attempt their 
feparation. Ifa man be able to teach others ; if he can be 
more ufeful as a preacher than in any other way, let him 
proceed to preach the word without delay, and endeavour 
to avail himfelf of every fpecies of information that may 
tend to elucidate the fcriptures; or to make him more apt 
to teach; and let infidels reprobate learning: they have 
fome reafonto dofo; it has been a very deftruétive wea. 
pon to their fabric ; but let no chriftian advocate a practice 
that would lead us back to to Gothic darknefs, becaufe an 
infidel cannot bear the light. 

But why were the Apoftle’s inftruétions to Timothy ac. 
companied with this moft folemn charge ? 

Not becaufe he entertained any fulpicion of the integrity 
of his Son in the faith ; but becaufe he knew him to bea 
man, and therefore liable to be tempted : becaufe he knew 
that motives were not wanting, to pervert him from the 
fimplicity of the gofpel ; motives which could only be coun- 
teraéted by a conftant fenfe of the prefence of God, and of 
the Savior Jefus Chrift, and an abiding expeAation of the 
great day when the fecrets of all hearts {hall be made mani- 
feft, and every man fhall receive according to his works. 

The apoltle knew very well that the gofpel which he 
preached, and which Timothy was charged to preach was 
not after man. ‘If I yet pleafed men, faid he, I fhould not 
be the fervant of Chrift.” Jefus Chrift has given his mi. 
nifters reafon to expect treatment from the world, fimilar 
tothat which he received. If they have perfecuted me, 
they will perfecute you alfo! Why did they perfecute and 
revile the bleffed Jefus ? With what offence did they charge 
him? He preached the word ; explained the law and the 
prophets— {tripped the mafk from his hearers, difclofed the 
evils of their hearts, and denounced the vengeance of God 
againft all workers of iniquity. For thefe things he was per- 
fecuted ; and every minifter of the gofpel, who will honett- 
ly endeavour to preach the pure word, may expect fimilar 
treatment. The carnal heart is oppofed to the word of 
God generally ; but there are particular doftrines againtt 
which the oppofition is moft pointed and irreconcilable. 
Such are the doctrines refpeting the guilt, the entire de 
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pravity and helplefsnefs of the finner.—The fovereignty of 
God, and his indifputable right to beftow his undeferved 
favors to whom—at what time, and in what manner and 
degree may feem good in his fight. 

Thefe doétrines tend to the abafement of human pride, 
and for this reafon they are oppofed. What is the Preach. 
er to do in this cafe? Can he, with his Bible in his 
hand, deny that it teaches the fovereignty of God, or the 
depravity of man? Would it not appear more confiflent to 
deny the Bible altogether, than to profefs a regard for its 
authority, and at the fame time, oppofe doétrines which 
could not have been ftated with more perfpicuity by the 
infpired penmen, if their only intention had been, to make 
known thefe doctrines? The clearnefs with which a doce 
trine is {tated in the word of God, is not fuflicient to af. 
fure us that it will be believed by every man who appeals 
to the Bible. The misfortune is, that men fet themfelves 
up as judges; they previoufly determine what doétrines 
are to be received as true, and then have recourfe to the 
{criptures : and either find matters according to their wifh- 
es, or make them fo. The bufinefs of the preacher, how- 
éver, is not to metamorphofe the {criptures to fuit the care 
nal tafte of his hearers, or to gratify them with another gos- 
pel more accommodated to their wifhes; but to preach the 
word of God as he has revealed it, confidering it a {mall 
matter to be judged of men, whilft he enjoys the appro- 
bation of his Maker. But we fhall probably be told that 
thofe do&trines only are effential, in which all chriftians 
agree ; and therefore that thofe only, ought to be preach. 
ed, and our fentiments ref{pecting every controverted point 
cautioufly concealed. 

Probably by this compromifing plan, the doétrines to be 
preached might be reduced within a very narrow compafs. 
But if we muft be fo accommodating as to leave cut f our 
fermons, every thing that would not meet with the appro 
bation of every profeffed chriftian ; why fhould we not ex. 
tend our kindnefs a little further, and attempt to pleafe e. 
very body? Poffibly fome preachers have made the attempt; 
but if their efforts have been fuccefsful, we envy them not, 
Theyhave pleafed men ; they are not the fervants of Chrift. 
Do thefe men fuppofe that fo great an alteration has taken 
place fince this Epiftle was written to Timothy, that a 
great part of God’s word, which be was bound to preach, 
ought not now to be publifhed?) Were Paul now on earth, 
and about to write an epiltle to a gofpel minifter, would he 
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charge him to preach no doétrine, that would be oppofed 
by any profeffors of religion? If any man hold fuch opin. 
ions as thefe—let him an{wer for them to God. The word 
of God is a fufficient rule of faith and praétice for all men, 
in allages ; and we mutt preach it without addition or di, 
minution, or be condemned at laft for regarding the praise 
of men, more than the praise of Ged, Have we not reafon 
to believe that this accommodating fpirit has been pro. 
ductive of incalculable mifchief in our own country ? 
What elfe can be fuggefted as a more probable cauie of 
the fchifins which have taken place in the weltern churche 
es, or of the enormous errors and abfurdities, which have 
proftrated religion, reafon, common fenfe and decency ; 
and, in feveral inftances, have rent afunder the ftrongelt 
bond of human fociety ? Men would difobey God, rather 
than give offence to one another; and asthey were not dif. 
pofed to maiutain the purity of his word or worihip; they 
appear to be given up to flrong delufion, and he only 
knows what is to be the iffue of their phrenzy, or when the 
ad fcene will clofe. 

Whillt fome attempt to ingratiate themfelves with their 
hearers by keeping the humbling do¢trines of God’s word 
out of view, or by pairing them down to the ttandard of 
their tafle ; others feem to negic& almolt every thing elfe, 
in the heat of their zeal for Pofitive Inftitutions. The jus 
daifing teachers taught, that men could not be faved unlefs 
they were circumciled ; their modern imitators have altered 
the phrafeology but retainthe idea, that without a {trict ob- 
fervance of Pofitive Inftitutions according to the letter, fal- 
vation fcarcely poffible. The confequences of fuch pro- 
cedure, are uniformly fuch as might have been expected. 
Where the moft important Joctrines and precepts of Chrifs 
tianity are kept out of view, and the attenticn of the peo- 
ple turned to controverted points; they generally fall into 
vain jangling and contention, about the form of godlinefs, 
and are deftitute of its power. But, one thing very 
furprifiag is, that the fame men, who infift on adhering 
clofely tothe molt obvious, literal interpretation of fome 
paflages of the {criptures ; on other parts are difpofed to al- 
legorize without any reftraint ; and to fix any meaning to 
the facred writings in preference to that which is molt e- 
vident. In fhort, the word of God in their hands is made 
to mean any thing or nothing ; and one would be often 
tempted to luppofe, that their main object was, to furpile 
their hearers with an expcfition, which no other periom 
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would ever have thought of, If it is thought that the ia. 
fpired writings, are fo different from writings of every 0. 
ther defcription, that words ufed in the Bible are not to 
be underftood as they would be, if found in any other 
book ; then thefe men will no longer be unable to afliga 
a realon for their oppofition to a liberal education. Such 
an education may be very ufeful to a Lawyer or any other 
profefional man, but to the allegorical Divine, it would be 
worfe than the lofs of much money and precious time: it 
would habituate him to rules of interpretation which he 
would not be able with eafe to fhake off; but which mutt 
be fhaken off and forgotten before he could excel in this 
fingular mode of expounding fcripture. ‘he preacher who 
is difpoted to preach the golpelin fimplicity, mult be very 
unfortunate, if he cannot finda paflage to fart his purpofe, 
without torturing and perverting the word of God in this 
manner. Ifthe glory of God and the intereft of the fouls 
of men, are the objcéts we have in view ; thefe are not to 
be promoted by bewildering our hearers, cr by darkening 
counfel by words without knowledge :— 

My brethren, the word 1s to be preached let the apparent 
effect of our preaching be what it may. Vhe want of fuc. 
cefs has a tendency to diftrefs the fpirits of a preacher, and 
to prevent the zealous, cheerful difcharge of his official du« 
tics. Many have been convftrained to adopt the lamenta- 
tion of the prophet, * I have labored in vain, and fpent m 
firength for naught.” ‘Vhata faithful minifter fhould be 
unaffeCied by the apparent confequences of his miniftrations, 
isimpoffible. Paul could not expect this of Timothy, 
when he travailed in birth for Ais hearers; and had conti. 
) nval forrow and heavinefs, in confequence of the obftinacy 
and unbelief of his kinfmen according to the flefh. Buthis 
folicitude did not overwhelm him in defpondency ; it urged 
him on to more vigorous efforts to fave his countrymen 
from their prejudices, and from impending ruin. Paul re- 
colleted, and we fhould recolleét, that to plant and wa- 
ter is our bufinefs, but the increafe is, in all cafes entirely 
of God. His word will molt affuredly accomplifh that for 
Which itis fent. Not one gofpel fermon fhall fail of its 
purpofe. ‘There is often much unbelief and much felfifh- 
nefs, atthe foundation of exercifes, which we are in danger 
of attributing to abetter caufe. If we are indeed called to 
preach the word; let it be preached in feafon and out of 
} teafon; whether the people will hear or forbear. If God 
) aly can clothe his word with power, and by the accompa. 
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nving influence of his Spirit give it fuccefs; to him, let us 
refign his own work. He bath the hearts of all men in his 
hand; and willaccomplith his purpofe. Let us be far from 
fuppofing that the word 1s preached in vain, unlefs its good 
effeéts are immediately vifble. ‘The Lord may be opening 
the hearts of our hearers to attend to the word [poken: 
ferious refolutions may be formed, or a permanent change 
effeGted, under the fermon which we have confidered loft, 
Wherefore, in the morning fow thy feed and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand; for thou knoweft not which thal 
profper, thisor that. Preach the word, 
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Account oF Mr. JeRvAs. 


Tue readers of the Virginia Religicus Magazine, may 
perheps, recolle& the old Gentleman, who related the me- 
Jancholy flory of poor Jack Vincent, publifhed in the fourth 
number of the fecond volume. It is my defign, at prefent, 
to give fome account of this worthy man. And if my rea 
cers feelas Ido they wili be glad to meet with him again, 
Ithas frequently been remarked by the neighbours, that no 
man ever yet went to the houfe of Mr. Jervas, who did 
not regret that he was obliged to leave it, and feel anxious 
toreturn, This remark was fully verified in my own ex. 
perience. I vifited the old Gentleman frequently, and foon 
became intimate in the family. It was the dwelling of pi- 
ety, of peaceand hofpitality. Every thing was condudted 
with regularity and order. The old gentleman had raifed 
a numerous race ;_ his children, all but one amiabie daugh- 
ter, were married and fettled near him. The young ladv, 

whom I have mentioned (who was called Lucia) watched 
the declining years of her aged parents and waited on them 
with all the affeCtion of a daughter. The hall was often 
filled with children’s children, who vifited their grandpapa, 
to fhare his affetion, and to receive the bencfit of his ine 
ftrudlions. & had never formed an idea fo perfeét of a hap- 
py old age, as I faw here reatized. After i had been long 
enough an inmate of the family to make it proper for me 
to requeft fuch a favour, I defired the venerable old gentle- 
man to give me an account of his life, and particularly to 
explain to me how it was, that he had attained to an old 
age of greater happinefs than moft people enjoy in their 
youth. I was alto particularly defirous to know how he 
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had trained up thirteen children, fo that all feemed to be 
treading in his footfteps, and likely to attain that happinefs 
which their father feemed fo fully toenjoy. Mr, Jervas’s 
modelty at firft led him to refufe my requeft ; but upon be- 
ing gently preffed by me, he hefitatingty affeated, and {poke 
as nearly as I can recolledt, as follows. 

My father was apious man, in that fituation of life which 
every wife man wifhes to be his own, he had “ neither po- 
verty nor riches.””’ My mother was one of the moft exeme- 
plary chriftians that I have ever known. The conftant obje@ 
with both my parents, was to train up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. We were accordings 
ly, in our infancy dedicated to God in the ordinance of bap- 
tim ; and [ think it but juftice to fay, that I have never 
known any perfon fo fenfible of the obligations which pa. 
rents bring upon themfelves in this ordinance, as my mo. 
ther was. In truth, her whole foul feemed to be devoted 
to the difcharge of her duty to us; fhe could hardly be 
more anxious for her own falvation, than fhe was for ours. 
In every plan for our education, in every fcheme for a- 
mufement, her firft enquiry was, will it promote, or will it 
obftruét this object which lies fo near my heart? I perfeétly, 
recollect at this moment, many of the inftructions which 
fhe gave me in my early youth ; and one incident which 
made an indeliable impreffion upon my mind, it may be 
worth while to relate. My mother had a private clofet, to 
which fhe vfed often to retire, for meditation and fecret 
prayer. On a certain day, after a retirement longer than 
ufual, fhe called me to her, and feizing my hand, with a 


| countenance glowing with affection, and eyes beaming with 


benevolence, fhe led me to her clofet, and placing me by 
her fide addreffed me thus. ‘* My dear child I have oftea 
told you before that I have given you to the Lordin Bap- 
tifm. You do not belong to me, you belong to the Lord. 
It is my purpofe again to give you up to God;” then 
kneeling down, and caufing me to kneel by her fide, fhe in 
the moft fervent and affectionate, yet plain and fimple lan. 
guage, committed me tothe Lord, and with eyes ftreaming 
with tears, implored the bleffing of Heaven upon me, and 
prayed that I might be a child of God, and from my very 
infancy learn to love and ferve him. Her words, her looks, 


> her aétions all {poke to my heart.—The old man’s lips here 
) began to tremble, a tear trickled down his cheek, he was 
», too much agitated to proceed—But recovering himfelf he 


went on—‘I his fcene I never fhall forget - the impreffion 
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which it made will never be erafed. I then determined that 
E would devote my felf to that God whom my mother ferved, 
and to whom fhe had given me. But I fhall be tedious if [ 
detain you by a minute relation of particulars. My father 
took care that I fhould receive a good education, and was 
ftill more caretul in training me up to habits of induftry 
and fobriety. One of the earlieft leffons which he taught 
me, and one which he inculcated with very great earneft- 
nefs, was that no man could be respectable or happy except 
#9 far as he was useful. ‘The application of this maxim is 
very extenfive ; agreeably to its import, I was taught cheer. 
fully to engage in any thing which would be ufeful in the 
family, and never todefpife any office, however menial it 
might be thought, which would add to the comfort of my 
fellow creatures. 


I remember alfo to have heard it frequenily in tne month 
of my tather that the youth of our land would be ruined 
by being too proud to work. Accordingly he taught his chil. 
dren, that the received notions of honour and delicacy on 
this fubjeGt were utterly falfe. He did not however urge 
his children to labour, with the unrelentiag rigor of an O- 
verfeer, but with the kindrefs of a parent who was anxi. 
ous to train them up to hebits of ivduftry. Thus we ac- 
guired the pra€tical knowledge in farming, which long ex. 
perience had given him, and we were not under the necelf- 
fity of depending upon a mercinary hireling, to fuperintend 
our affairs: We knew what a fervant ought todo, and when 
we vught to be fatisfied with his labour, In this way my 
parents trained me up. At the age of fixteen I came 
forward and by my own act ratified that covenant which 
had been made at my Baptlm. 


The varicus fcenes of my youth need not be defcribed. 
I continued uncer the parental roof, until the age of twen- 
ty.four. Atthis period I entered into the married flate 
and Pray fir faid I, begging pardon fcr interrupting 
you, what were the maxims which regulated your choice 
in this important affair? Why fir, replicd Mr. Jervas, my 
maxims on this fubye€t would, by the world at large, be 
efteemed ridiculcus, but to achrifllian, who believes that 
the dilpofal of every event is with the Lord, I am per- 
duaded that they will appear reafonable. When I firft be. 
gan to think ferioufly of matrimonial affairs, [I made it a 
fubject of prayer: No concern of life appeared to me more 
weighty, and [ could not reafonably expeét happinefs, in a 
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connection fo intimate, if it fhould be thoughtlefsly entered 
into. In the next place, I refolved that the perfon, to 
whom I fhould be attached for life, fhould be as far as £ 
could judge, achriftian, and a member of that fociety, to 
which I myfelf belonged. For how could I hope for hap- 
pinefs, if the partner of my heart were an enemy to mv 
Saviour ? and how could I hope for union of defigns and 
councils, for uninterrupted harmony, and unreftrained 
freedom of intercourfe, if my wife fhould differ with me 
in religious fentiments ? Marriages of this kind are al- 
waysimprudent. In a wife I alfo wanted a companion 
and nota mere domestick. I refolved therefore that the 
girl of my choice fhould have the accomplifhments neceffa- 
ry for agreeable focial intercourfe. On the fubject ofaccom- 
plifhments, however, I fet much more value upon intellec.. 
tual than externalaccomplifhments. I therefore placed pie- 
ty and good nature in the firft rank: a good underftanding 
improved by reading and reflection was fet down in the fe- 
cond; and laftly, though by no means unimportant, I ars 
ranged a fimilarity of habits, manners, and fentiments. 
Having formed thefe opinions and reflected on them until 
they became deeply fixed in my mind, I went to the work 
of observation. It was long before I was fuited to my mind. 
A detail of my difappointments would be needlefs. At 
length having called to vifit an acquaintance, who laboured 
under a malignant fever, I there met with a young lady, 
whofe countenance and manners affected me ftrongly. She 
was a near relation of my fick friend, and altho’ the fever 
was believed to be highly infectious, fhe with the bene. 
volence of a chriflian, and the fearleffnefs of a hero, at. 
tended his bedfide ; and with her own hand wiped off the 
“cold fweat which glazed his forehead,” and applied 
moifture to his lips, which were parched with the burning 
heat of the fever. Her eyes beamed tenderne(s, and her 
face glowed with the ardor of her feelings. And when his 
| departing {pirit left the body, when fhe heard his laft con. 
vullive groan, the raifed an eye of faith towards heaven, 
which feemed to fay, ‘* The will of the Lord be done.” 
After the firft effufions of grief, I attempted to adminif- 
ter confolation to the bereaved, and found her mind fo 
intruded in the doétrines of religion, fo filled with faith 
and refignation, fo patient, fo meek, and fo affectionate, 
that I was filled with aftonifhment. To this young lady 
I paid my addreffes, and without any tedious detail, I 
Rave juft to fay that her arm has been, for this fortieth 
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winter, locked in mine, and now I feel for her fome, 
thing like the ardor of juvenile passion. 

In training up my children, I endeavoured to imitate that 
example, which was fet me by my mother, Without any 
unneceflary delay, they were prefeuted in the church for 
baptifm. And as foon as their reafoning powers began to 
aét, | began to teach the fimple, but moft important doce 
trines of religion. This I kaew to be contrary to many mo. 
dern theories; but the maxims of Solomon are furely as 
much to be relied upon as the {peculations of unbelieving 
theorifls—my endeavor then was to “ train up my children 
in the way in which they fhould go.” = ‘The method, in 
which I began was this. I had remarked that the relation 
between caufe and effect, was one of the earlielt relations 
obferved by children. ‘Laking advantage of this, I endea 
voured to turn their attention to a variety of circumftances 
in which this relation was very obvious. It is eafy thus, 
very early; to induce the habit of inquiring into the caufes 
of things—and fooner than one would fuppofe, they acquire 
pretty correct opinions on this fubjedt. = Vell a child of 
three years old that the top with which he is playing was 
manufactured by a knife, his reply probably will be thata 
knife has no sense. (n the effcét produced, he clearly per. 
ceives the neceflity of an intelligent agent. As foon asl 
faw that my children had acquired this knowledge, Idi. 
rected their attention to fome of the moft obvious changes 
jn the natural world, and to fome of the moft htriking pro. 
perties of thofe which were familiar to their fenfes. 1 en, 
deavoured to {how the ufes of many of the proceffes of na. 
ture, aod the benefits refulting to mar from them. Who made 
itfo? was aquefiion very frequently propofed to me. From 
thefe enquiries occafions were taken to lead their minds to 
the great firlt Caufe, I endeavoured to fhew them the marks 
of his widom, power, and goodnefs, and to affociate in their 
minds ideas of God with all the obje@ts of fenfe. In this 
affair, however, there was need of particular care, never to 
inention the name of the Deity, without a due fenfe of his 
majefly and glory. If parents irreverently {peak of the fu- 
preme Being, children will certainly do fo too. But if we 
viways keep our minds deeply impreffed with Gud’s awful 
glory, thofe who look up to us for inttru@tion, and who ea: 
ceavour to imitate us, will rarely fpeak of him lightly. I 
now recolleét a little incident which, at the time whenit 
occurred, aflorded me great pleafure; more, however, as 4 

‘sof of the fuccefs of my plan, than on any other account 
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After a drought of unexampled feverity, we were favoured 
with a flight fhower: immediately after which, the chil. 
dren ran outto play. Very foon, one of my little ones 
came running in, and with a countenance expreflive of the 
higheft pleafure exclaimed ‘* Do papa come fee here. [ 
followed him to the garden, and he bade me obferve, when 
he {truck a colewort leaf, that the large drops which were 
ftanding on it, would roll down the ftem of the leaf, and 
drop jult at the ftalk. Do you not fee fays he that the 
leaves flant upwards from the ftal«s, fo that almoft all the 
rain which would have fallen on the hill, has been carried 
tothe flaik, and the ground juft about itis right wet. Juft 
as I was going to make fome remark for his improvement, 
he exclaimed, ‘** See papa the wonderful goodnefs of God !” 
This was fpoken in fo feeling a manner, that I was confi. 
dent, that he was ftrongly impreffed with a fenfe of what he 
had faid. Well my fon, faid I, let us retire to fome fecret 
place, and return thanks to God for his goodnefs. Come 
papa, fays he, let us do fo. He followed me, and during the 
jervice [ think I never faw a child fo affecled. I mention 
thefe minute affairs, that your queftion how I trained my 
children may be fully anfwered. It is proper for me how- 
ever to obferve that I did not expect by my own wifdom in 
planning, and affiduity in executing, to make them chrif- 
tians. { knew by experience the depravity of human na- 
ture and the neceflity of regeneration, and I fully believed 
the doctrines of grace. My duty, and, [ truft, my defire 
was to be aworker together with God. At leaft I with- 
ed to obey that command of the Scriptures “ Bring them 
up in the nurture, and admonition of the Lord.” In 
giving inftruétions concerning the Deity, I always endea. 
voured to mix practical, with fpeculative truth ; and to en- 
force the neceflity of loving, and ferving, as well as know- 
ing God. And when I obferved their hearts, in anv de. 
gree, affected with a fenfe of duty ; when I thought, from 
external appearances, that they were making refolutions to 
ferve the God of their fathers. I brought to mind the re- 
luétance which they had fo frequently fhown to engage in 
thefe things; and took occafion from this, to explain to 
them the doctrine of human depravity, the loft and ruined 
condition of man, and the danger of everlafting deitruc. 
tion, to which every foul of the human race is expofed. 
But in doing this, I endeavoured to imitate the conduét of 
my mother. She did not harfhly thunder out eternal dam- 
nation, and warn us to fly from hell, in an angry tone of 
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voice ; but in the mildcft accents, and with the moft aff-c, 
tionate tones ; frequently with eyes flreaming with tears, 
fhe would clafp us to her bofom, and warn us to flv from 
the ruinous, the fatal courfes of fin. Parents frequently 
chide their children for fome trefpaffes again{t them, and 
for finning againft God at the fame time; but this often 
produces unhappy confequences: My mother never did fo, 
And, as I faid, I endeavoured tu follow her example ; and 
always to let them fee that in giving religious advice I aim. 
ed only at their advantage. In this, as in every part of the 
religious education of my children, [ was chiefly indebted 
to their mother. The peculiar ftruéture of the female mind, 
perhaps, makes it more fufceptible of pious aflections, than 
ours ; and that in winning foftnefs, and {weet infinuating 
manner of addrefs, peculiar to the fex, gives them the 
readieft accefs tothe heart. Religious truth falling from 
the lips of a pious mother, makes an impreffion when all 
other means feem to fail. 

When our children difcovered any meltings of foul un 
der a fenfe of their depravity, we took occafion t» difplay 
to their minds, the glory, and grace, of tue bleffed Re. 
deemer of finners. I confefs to you, however, that the 
tafk of training them up in this way, was no eafy thing. [ 
met with many difficulties, and had to fuffer many difcou. 
ragements. Often did I almoft difpair of ever accomplilhe 
ing my purpofes ; but the grace of God enabled me to per- 
fevere ; and the extraordinary zeal. patience, and perfe. 
verance, of their beloved mother often animated my faint. 
ing hopes, and revived my defponding mind. So true is 
that faying of the wife man “* Whofo findeth a wife find. 
eth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord.” But 
the tafk of educating children as they fhould be, will al. 
ways be found arducus. There is need of great patience 
in bearing with their froward humours ; there is need of 
great watchfulnefs, to guard them again{t dangers ; there 
is need of great attention, to obferve the proper times to ins 
fiili wholefome do@trines ; there is need of nice, and ate 
curate obfervation, to difcover the peculiar ftruure of 
their feveral minds ; there is need of great {kill, in accom: 
modating inftruétion to their different capacities ; and there 
is need of unbending fortitude, and perfeverance to beat 
one up, amidift all difiiculties and difcouragements. ‘Thus, 
however we went on, and as our children were growing up, 
they were taught that excellent fmmary of chriftian doc. 
trine aud practice, the Aflembly’s Shorter Catechifm. But 





a ee ae ae ee ae ae ee ee a le a el | le 











— 


{I have always obferved, that juft to oblige a child to com. 
mit this manual to memory, is of very little fervice. [ 
therefore obtained of the paftor of our congregation, who 
was a pious and learned man, a courfe of plain, familiar 
leGtures, on the catechifm; thefe I required each child to 
tranfcribe for his own ufe, and to read and ftudy with fuch 
diligence, that they fhould be able, when called upon, to 
relate to the minifter the fubftance of trem. When this 
work was accomplifhed, [ procured for my family feveral 
valuable treatifes upon the evidences of chriftianity, fuch 
as Berkley’s Minute Philofopher, Beatie’s and Paley’s 
Evidences, The Gofpel its own Witnefs; and Lellie’s Short 
Method: Thefe alfo [required them to ftudy, fo that they 
could retain all the importantarguments contained in them; 
not for the purpofe of difputation with otvers ; but that 
they might be grounded and eQablifhed in the truth, My 
reafon for this was, that | had obferved many parents to 
undervalue this fludy ; and fuffer their children to grow up 
in total ignorance of the evidences upon which divine ree 
velation refts its authority ; and when they go forth into 
the world, the firft fubtile attack of the infidel overwhelms 
them at once. I therefore, tcok care that my children 
fhould be well furnifhed with arguments io defence of chrif- 
tianity. Whenthis work was accomplifhed [ fet them up. 
onacourfe of ecclefiaftical hiftory, requiring them dili. 
gently to read Prideaux’s Connection, and Mofheim’s hif, 
tory of the Church. Having made this preparation I fet 
them to the ftudy of the Holy Scriptures. For this pur. 
pefe, I procured that invaluable work, Doddridge’s family 
Expofitor, aud required the diligent perutal of it by every 
member of the family. I every evening alfo read a fe€tion 
of it before family prayer. There is now an excellent fa.. 
mily Bible which I had not then the benefit of perufing, nor 
the opportunity of putting into the hands of my family ; I 
mean Scoit’s Bible, which together with the family Ex. 
pofitor, would make a.pretty good Library for a private 
chriftiaa, In this way I taught all my children, both fons 
and daughters. The reafon for teaching my fons was ob. 
vious, and I thought it important that my daughters fhould 
be made wife unto falvation, and be able to inftrué& their 
children (fhould they be married) in the doctrines of Reli- 
gion. Inthis bufinets befides the conflant and unwearied ate 
tention of Mrs. Jervas, I received confiderable afliftance 
from other quarters. AsI had a number of children toedu- 
cate, and as the habits cf domeftic education in this country, 
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render it verv difficult to keep up that difcipiine which is ne. cap 
ceflary in publick {chools, 1 determined to employ a private pre 
teacher; and by the good providence of God, Iwas en, cou 
abled to obtain a young man of piety, of {cience, and of gen. wo 
tee! eafy and manners. I {von difcovered that his opinions anc 
coincided with mine in every point of importance. His whi 
principal aim, and that to which he directed his moft fre, pri 
nuous efforts; was to infpire them with a regard to God, full 
and to imbue their minds with the fear of their Creator, her 
‘The philcfophy which he taught was calculated to lead the ind 
minds ‘ Through nature up to nature’s God.” And his pre. all 
ceptswere fo conftantly enforced by an example of piety, of fani 
meeknefs, of patience, and chriftian fweetnels of temper, whi 
that they had powerful influence upon all who were under this 
his direGtion. And his heart was fo warm, fo formed for fion 
the exercife of generous and tender affections, that he gave ven 
a turn to the difpufitions of the whole family, and my chil, chil 
dren were under him trained up to the exercife of friend. ufec 
fhip. Lhave frequently obferved a very important dc ficiene inef 
cy inthis very point. And perhaps the general complaint ‘I 
with regard to the feififhine fs of men, and their incapacity ed | 
for the exercife of that real generous genuine friendih'p, wh; 
Which no cold medism knows, ted 
But with one love with one refentment giows, wit 
arifes from a total negle& of this affair, in fyitems of edu. pre 
.: cation. Often have I and Afpafio and my children, fat for you 
a. hours in the long winter evenings and enjoyed thofe doe wil 
eS meftic delights,that home born happinefs which Cowper fo bec 
e admirably defcribes in bis inimitable poem. 
bs [See Cowper’s Tafk, Book 4, from line 120 to 190.] 
ky at Another auxiliary, from whom I derived not a litde eff. 
YY th ance, was the Paftor of our church. His character I may 
is: herealter give you at large. The principle trait in it, 
a which I fhall now mention, is the attention which he has 
be | uniformly been difpofed to bellow upon the young people 
ES in the congregation. Although his circumflances wer 
aN narrow, his falary fmall, and he was fettered by a {chool, 
re. which he was under the neceffity of teaching, yet was he 
iy unwearied in the difcharge of clerical duties. From the 
a time that he took charge of the congregation, the people 
began to improve in religious knowledge. The young 
. were infiru€ted in the do¢trines uf the religion of Jefus, 


and the old were made wifer. Though he was a man of 
| deep refearch, and profound fcience, vet fuch was his con. 
* | deicention, that he would let himfelf down tothe weakett 
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capacity ; he would invite the timid by his familiarity, re- 
prefs the wanton by his gravity, and by cheerfulnets of 
countenance and communicativenefs of difpofition, he 
would draw the young around him, and with a [weetne(s 
and benevolence peculiar to himfelf, he would infinuate 
wholefome truth into their minds. I always thought ita 
privilege when I enjoyed his company, and I never can be 
fuficiently thankful to God for placing over us fuch a Shep- 
herd. It was our care by every attention and refpedt, to 
induce him frequently to vifitus. Servants, children, and 
all loved and revered him, and with delight have a thou: 
fand times liftened to the words of reproot and confolation 
which fell from his lips. But it is time for me to conclude 
this long narrative, in which I have so frequently had occa- 
fion to mention myfelf, as almoft to make it difgufling, e- 
venin an old man. ‘Thus you fee, in the general, how my 
children were trained up; thefe were the means which [ 
ufed, but without the blefing of God they would have been 
ineffeCtual: To bis name therefore be the glory. 

The fubje&t of accomplishments was incidentally mention- 
ed by you faid I in the courfe of your narrative, may I learn 
what are your maxims on this fubjeét, and how you regula. 
ted the affair in your family? It has always been a maxim 
with me, replied Mr. Jervas, that pleafing manners, and a- 
greeable forms of addrefs are of great importance to both 
young and old. And while we are united in fociety, this 
willever be the cafe. To the young they are important, 
becaufe they ferve to recommend them to the affedtion, if 
not to the efteem of others; and to the old, they are equal. 
y fo, becaufe thus they are enabled with more eale and 
with greater fuccefs, to tranfaét bufinefs, and carry mea. 
fures of utility. But this isa point on all hands conceded. 
rhe queftion of priecipal importance, and that which has 
Mbcen moft warmly difputed, is what is the beft, and safest 
method, for the acquirement of thofe accomplifhments, 
itiich by all are judged neceffary. On this point I remark 
hat there has been a very general error. “ Politenefs is al. 
vays manifefted by the exterior conduct: and therefore 
he general rule has been to begin with the regulation of 
he actions and movement of the body. A certain fet of 

oticns have been called graceful, thefe are taught with 
Breat fedulity. Certain things are reckoned unpolite, thefe 
bre required to be avoided with all care. And when thefe 
ittainments are made it is believed that a polite education 
stully completed. Thus the politenefs of mott people isa 
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mere artificial thing, in which nothing of the heart is fhewn, 
And those are generally reckoned most polite, who can most 
evmpletely conceal the sentiments of the heart. This indeed 
is univerfally underftood, in what is termed the polite world, 
for no fooner does a perion who has been treated with the 
moft flattering marks of attention, and around whom a thou. 
fand graceful motions have been made, leave the room than 
a thoufand keen and farcaftic remarks are made upon his 
perfon, his drefs, his manners, his eftate, his parentage and 
I know notwhat. And then it is the part of this {purious 
politenefs to deal out fcandal, and bring railing accufations, 
i fay, therefore, that the general practice on this fubjedt is 
evtirely prepofterous. ‘True politenefs originates in the 
heart; and to be fuccefsful, you muft begin with its cultiva, 
tion. Infpire it with genuine benevolence, eradicate the 
feififth pafons, let a young perfon wifh to promote the eafe, 
and comiort of all with whom he affociates, and if he has 
gocd natural fenfe there need be no fear of his wanting po, 
Irtenefs, When this ol ject is attained, I have no objection 
that fome attention be paid to the manner in which this 
difpefition is manitefted. The exterior may be polifhed, 
when there is folidity enough to admit apolifh. But here a 
gin there is room for enquiring what is the be {t way to give 
this external polifh? How fhall graceful motions be mof 
eafily acquired. On this I remark that they muft be acquir. 
ed by imitation, and that it is neceflary that a good model 
be prefen'ed for imitation. But I never would recommend it 
to a fricnd of mine to imitate the artificial movements ofa 
dancing mafier. Nor would I ever infinuate to the young, 
that when this can be done fuccefsfully, they have attained 
true politenefs. Parents can I think accomp!tfh all that is 
neceflery on this point, by giving their children fuitable cau- 
tions what awkwardnefs they fhould avoid, and how in par. 
ticular they fhould e&. Hf any fhouid objeét to this as ex. 
ceedingly troublefome, I only obferve that parents, who 
think it important that their children fhould be graceful and 
eafy in their manners, and who think it too troublefome to 
give attention to this point, are not fittobe parents, The 
moft polite perfon I ever met with, was trained up in the 
way which | recommend. And on the other hand, I have 
more frequently had my feelings wounded, among thofe 
who made the greateft pretenfions and, who were trained 
up in this high style of politeness, than by any others I ever 
affociated with. I therefore determined never to put my 
children under a dancing mafter. For I do not think its 
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the beft plan for accomplifhing the point in queftion, and am 
of opinion that itis not consistent witha religious education. 
Thofe parents who place a due value on the fouls of their 
children, whofe highett objeét and whofe ardent wifh is to train 
them up zz the nurture and admonition of the Lord, will be cau. 
tious how they expofe them to the allurements of the world,to 
the follies and diffipations of routs and dancing aflemblies — 
Excufe me fir faid | for interrupting you. But fuppofe that 
the head of a family, fhould, for the purpofe in confide- 
ration, employ a dancing mafter in his own family, jult as 
you employed the worthy gentleman, whom you mention- 
ed, as your private tutor, What objection could be made 
to fuch a plan? This I acknowlege, faid Mr. Jervas, is the 
leaft objectionable form, in which this matter can be car. 
ricd on. And I would not be for excommunicating parents 
who aéted thus, I think a charitable, liberal fpirit, would 
incline us to fuppofe, that fuch perfons after the beft exa. 
mination in their power, believed that this was the beft 
wav, in which they could give that external polifh, which 
is defirable. For my own part, I confider this as a point, 
in which good and pious men may differ in fentiment ; and 
therefore, as I faid, I would bear with it. But J could not 
aét thus, with a clear confcence. [n the firft place, becaufe 
it would hurt the feelings of weak chriflians, and, I think, 
the Apoftle Paul teaches us to pay great refpect to them. 
Itis a part of chriftianity, and I may fay a part of true vo 
litenefs, todo fo. Inthe next place, becaufe I might thus 
throw a {tumbling block in the way of others. J could not 
bear to hear it faid by a perfon whofe children frequented 
places of revelling, and diffipation, “* Why old Mr, Jervas 
{ends his children to the dancing (chool too.” In the third 
place, I fhould be afraid that my children would acquire a 
taite for vain amufements, for dancing, and frolic, which 
would materially obftruct their progrels in the way to Hea- 
ven. For thefe reafons [ could not adopt the plan you pro- 
pofe; though I acknowledge that many things are tolerat- 
edin chriftian families, which I think much worfe than 
this. Such as miflpending of Sabbaths, and the total nex 
glect of religious education which prevails fo generally in 
this country. But do not fuppofe that I am vindicating one 
offence by others which are worfe. 

As to other accomplifhents, they may be difpatched in a 
few words. As for painting, it is mere folly to teach the 
art to children who have not a turn for it. And, in faét, 
thofe who undertake to teach our daughters, are mere 
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daubers, who have neither tafte nor ingenuity: and the 
knowledge of the art, which they acquire, only {poils their 
tafle, and puffs up their vanity ; fo that I refolved to have 
nothing to do with it. Offolemn mufic I am a great ad. 
mirer. I think it has a tendency to foften the heart, and to 
refine the tafte. And I would gladly have inftruéted my 
daughters in it, but for one reafon. Public inftitutions are 
notat all partronized by the Legiflature, and are not in 
general liberally fupported by individuals. A few gener. 
ous men are heavily taxed for this important purpofe. [ 
therefore in deliberating on this point, though it more be, 
coming a good man and a chriftian, whofe bufinefs it fhould 
be to ** do good and communicate” to appropriate the price 
of a Piano, and the fees of a Mufic Matter, to a Public 
Charity. I confulted my wife and daughters on this fubje& ; 
and, to my great fatisfa€tion, found that they coincided with 
me in opinion. And I believe we have never yet had reafon 
torepent the determination. Lucia my dear faid he, turning 
to his daughter, when young Freeman was taken the other 
day from poverty, and diftrefs, and was placed in the 
charity {chool to be educated for the miniftry, did you re- 
pent that you had never learned mufick? he young lady 
blufhed, and replied, every arrangement that you have 
made Papa, has perfeétly fatisfied your family. 

If, faid Mr. Jervas turning to me, you rank literary at. 
tainments, under the general term accomplilhments, I did 
pay the moft fcrupulous attention to them. I took care, that 
notonly my fons, but my daughters too, fhould be edu. 
cated. They were accordingly, inftruéted io the princi- 
ples of Arithmetic, Grammar, Criticifm and Logic, Nas 
tural Philofophy, Aftronomy, Geography, and Hiftory. 
My object, however I fucceeded, was to make them {fuit- 
able companions for men of learning and piety, and proper 
perfons for the inflruction of children, at that time of life, 
when che earlieft and moft durable impreffiions, are made 
on the human mind. Thus fir 1 have groan old, in per- 
forming, in my poor way, the duties of a parent. Divine 
Providence has, in fome degree, crowned my labours with 
fuccefs, and 1 enjoy a happy tranquility in old age, for 
which ] can never be fufficiently thankful to him from whom 
every good thing cometh, I returned thanks to the old Gen- 
tleman for his edifying narrative, and for the prefent took 
my leave. Bat not long afterwards called on him again, at 
which time feveral interefling matters occurred, which fhal! 
be communicated in the following No. 
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For THE VigGinra Rexricrous Macazine. 


PII LL LS 


Dialogue between a Baptist and a Pedobaptist. 


Bap. Goop morning, neighbour. May I afk on what 
you are poring with fuch earneft attention? 

Pedo. Itis a fragment of an old miffionary journal, which 
has fallen into my hands by accident. I cannot difcover in 
what part of the world thefe evangelical labours were per- 
formed ; but they feem to have been attended with very 
confidcrable fuccefs, among people to whom the gofpel had 
never before been preached. The preacher’s name was Eu- 
fehius. The writer appears to have been his companion, 
and an eye-witnefs to the facls he relates. Iam fo pleafed 
with the fimplicity and piety of the narrative that I much 
regret the lofs of the greater part of it. Shall I give you 
a talle of what remains? P 

Bap. With all my heart. I love to hear of the advance 
ment of the Redeemer’s Kingdom in every age and coun« 
try. 

‘Pedo. ——=“¢ Truly it pained our hearts to leave thefe 
loving people. At the hour when we were to depart, more 
than two hundred fouls gathered around us with bitter 
weeping and lamentation. But a few days before, they 
had been buried in the darknefs of fuperftition and many 
abominable idolatries. By the grace of God, through the 
preaching of Eufebius, they had now been brought to the 
marvellous light and hope of the gofpel.—Surely no tongue 
can exprefs how tender a love the chriftian feeleth towards 
his fpiritual father in Chrift\—They hung upon Eufebius 
in agonies of grief, as though they were about to lofe all 
they accounted dear. But he comforted them with many 
words, fetting before them the precious promifes of the e- 
verlafling covenant, and the bleffednefs referved for the 
faints until that day when they fhall meet in their Father’s 
kingdom above, to go no more out. Then fmiles of joy 
mingled with their tears. And after we had farther ex. 
horted them to continue ftedfaft in the grace of God, and 
proyed together, we departed. 

Now, by the good hand of our God upon us, we came 
the next day to Delta, the chief town of that province. So 
haviag prayed to the Lord of the harveft for a blefling on 
eur labours, we went to a pleafant place at the border of the 

14 





wa Pd 











— 106 —= 


town, where the townsfolk ufed to refort in the heat of the 
day. And Eufebius began to preach the faith of Chrift to 
fuch as we found there. But as it commonly befalleth, fo 
here Satan greatly oppofed the gofpel. Many faid it was 
ftrange news, which they had not time to enquire into, 
whether it were true or not. Other fome, who held them. 
felves to be of the wifer and better fort, mocked at the 
crofs of Chrift, and reviled us with bitter words for trou. 
bling their pleafures with fuch difcourfes. Great indeed 
is the enmity of man’s proud and carnal heart againft the 
bleffed truths of God. Neverthelefs, it pleafed the Lord, 
even at our firft preaching, to give us a token for good. 
‘There was in the company a woman, by name Ejpidia, in 
whofe mind the Holy Ghoft fo wrought that the gave di- 
ligent heed to the words of Eufebius. Her heart was melt. 
ed by the good tidings of falvation in Chrift Jefus. She 
profeffed her faith in the Lord and love to his laws on that 
fame day. And when fhe and her family were baptized, 
fhe came to us and intreated us that we would take up 
our lodging at her houfe. But we refufed, defiring not to 
be burdenfome unto her. Yet fhe continued to prefs us 
exceedingly, faying even with tears, if ye have indeed guod 
confidence concerning me that by the grace of God [ am 
in truth one of his children, [intreat that ye would hon. 
our my houfe by your prefence, and make it your dwelling 
whilft ye tarry in this place. Upon this we confented. The 
Lord reward her in that dav for the kindnefs which fhe 
fhowed unto us! 

Then the next day, nothing difcouraged by our adver 
faries, ”” Here the narrative is interrupted by the de- 
predations of time. 

Bap. Iam forry for it. The account has taken my at- 
tention ; I wifh we had the whole of it. 

Pedo. By the way, we have here an iacidental mention 
of the adminiftration of baptifm. Let me afk you whe. 
ther, fo far aa may be judged by this relation, you think 
thefe men to have been Baptifls or Pedobaptifts ? 

Bap. Stay; let me read it myfeif.—TI think it is evident 
enough that they were of your perfuafion. We are ex. 
prefsly informed of Elpidia’s converfion and profeffion of 
faith. Then the baptifm of the whole family appears to 
have followed as a matter of courte, without the leaft hint 
that any of the family was or profeffed to be converted, ¢x- 
cept herfeli, Befides when fhe importuned the preacher 
and his companion to accept her hofpitality, fhe urged her 
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own religious fincerity, without noticing at all the religion 
of her family ; which fhe would naturally have done to 
ftrengthen her plea, had they alfo been believers. [I have 
read many journals of Baptift miffionaries, They have fre- 
quent occafions to mention the adminiftration of baptifm ; 
but they always do it in a way verv different from this. 

Pedo. Do you remember the account of the baptifm of 
Lydia and her houfeholc, recorded in the fixteenth chap- 
ter of the ats of the Apoftles? 

Bap. Yes ; I remember it weil, 

Pedo. {s it not remarbly fimitar to the cafe we have juft 
been reading in the old journal? 

Bap. [think not. Surely there muft be a very mate. 
rial difference- 

Pedo. Let us afcertain the point by comparing them to. 
gether. ‘* And we fat down, and fpake unto the wo. 
men which reforted thither. And a certain woman named 
Lydia, a feller of purple, cf the city of Thyatira, which 
worlhipped God, heard us: whofe heart the Lord opened, 
that fhe attended unto the things which were fpoken of 
Paul. And when fhe was baptized, and her houfehold, fhe 
befought us, faying, if ye have judged me’‘to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my houfe, and abide there. And the 
conitrained us.” You fee how the compariion ftands. And 
now I leave it to yourfelf to draw the proper conclufion. 

Bap. I acknowledge I have never viewed this matter in 
the fame point of light before ; and will take care to give it 
a diligent and candid confideration. 

PHILANDER- 
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Second Dialogue between a Baptist and a Pedobaptist on the 
baptism of Lydia and her household, 


Bap. Neicnrour, I am glad to feeyou; I have been 
confidering the baptifm of Lydia and her houfehold ; and 
am ready to offer feveral ftrong objections to the conclufion 
you draw from it. 

Pedo. Pray let me hear them. 

_ Bap. Our Lord declares, * He that believeth and is bap~ 
tized fhall be faved.” The Apoftle Peter exhorts the Jews, 
“ Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of 
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Jefus Chrift, for the remiffion of fins.’ And we are infor. 
med that *¢ they of Samaria who believed, on the preaching 
of Philip, were baptized, both men and women.” Now { 
argue that the family of Lydia muft have been believers, or 
they would not have been baptized ; becaufe the texts | 
have mentioned, and many other fimilar texts, prove that 
none but profeffing believers are to be baptized. 

Pedo. I do not fee that thofe texts prove any fuch thing, 

Bap. Not feeit! Why, is it not as plain as the light of 
the fun at noon? 

Pedo. Not quite, I think, Thofe texts prove that when. 
ever any perfon, not before baptized, profeffes faith ia our 
Lord Jefus, he is to be baptized ftraightway; a point in 
which you and I are perfectly agreed, But they prove no. 
thing more. The fcriptures no where limit baptifm to pro. 
feffing believers alone. I do not fay that this proves houfe. 
hold baptifm ; but that it leaves us at liberty to receive the 
imprefion of any good evidence which may appear to fup, 
portit. Particularly, it leaves the way completely open to 
draw an unembarraffed conclufion from the cafe of Lydia 
and her houfchold. 

Bap. I cannot but think that the texts I have mentioned 
do hmit bapt:{m to profefling believers. 

Pedo. Let me give you an illuftration of this matter.— 
You have lately executed what you intend to be your laf 
will aod teflament. Suppofe that at fome future day your 
y oungeft fon fhould obferve, on locking into this inftrument 
that you had in the firft claufe bequeathed the houfe in 
which you now live to his elder brother and filter, Would 
it be wife in him inftantly to throw the will afide, conclu. 
ding it certain, as a matter of courfe, that you had made no 
provifion for him; and to reject all evidence which might 
be offered to convince him that you had? 

Bap. Sullf return to the words of our Lord. He fays 
exprefsly, ‘“‘ he that believeth and is baptized fhall be fa 
ved.” Infants cannot believe, and therefore ought not to 
be baptized. 

Pedo. Our Lord as exprefslv fays, and in the fame verfe 
too, “ he that believeth not fhall be damned.” Suppofe [ 
fhould hence argue, no infant can believe, therefore all who 
die in infancy muft inevitably be damned: would you ad. 
mit the conclufion? Is not this paflage neceflarily to be un. 
derftood with a limitation to adults? And does it not leave 
the queftion concerning houfehold baptifm perfedtly open to 
be decided by other evidence ? 
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Bap. I donot like this precife way of arguing on the 
{criptures. 

Pedo. [have always thought that the proper inquiry 
concerning arguments is not whether we ike or diflike 
them, but whether they be true or falfe.  Butlet us take 
care not to lofe our temper; for that would be far worfe 
than a little miftake in reafoning. 

Bap. To return to Lydia: I objeé in the next place, that 
it cannot be proved there were any infants at all in her fa- 
mily. 

Pedo. It is juft as probable that there were as that there 
were not; perhaps alittle more probable. But it is a point 
with which [ am not concerned. 

Bap. Not concerned! You furprifeme. Pray how am I 
to underftand you? 

Pedo. We never baptize an infant becaufe it is an infant. 
Our rule and praétice is to baptize all who conftitute the 
houfehold of the believer, becaufe they are his houfehold; 
without regard to their age, whether they be infants or not. 
And the Apoftulical example of baptizing the houfchold of 
Lydia appears to me a {trong proof, though by no means 
the only proof, that we are warranted and required fo to doe 

Bap. ‘ihen it may be that all the family of Lydia were 
believers, and that they were baptized on their own perfone 
al profeffion of faith in Chrift. 

Pedo. As to that, I will only refer you to the impreffion 
which the hiftory of the tranfaction feemed to make on your 
own mind at our laft converfation. My prefent bufinefs is 
fimply to defend that impreffion from the objections with 
which you would overrule and difcard it. 

Bap. I have {till another ojection to it. We are informs 
ed that before Paul and Silas left Philippi, they entered ine 
to the houfe of Lydia, where they faw and comforted the 
brethren, Thefe brethren I take to have been Lydia’s fa- 
mily. 

Pedo. I muft take the freedom to fay, it is a mere pre 
{umption, unfupported by the lealt particle of evidence. 

Bap. Why, who elfe could they be? 

Pedo, Pray, have you carefully read the whole chapter? 

Bap. Not very lately. 

Pedo. I with you had. It fhows that there were at this 
time feveral Chriftians at Philippi, who were certainly not 
of Lydia’s houfehold. There were befides Lydia herfelf, 
the excellent young Timothy and the Jailor who had been 
converted the night betore. ‘Lhe writer of the hiftory alfo 
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was evidently there. Thefe brethren would naturally ey. 
peé to fee Paul and Silas at their old lodgings in the houfe 
of Lydia after their deliverance from prifon ; and they ag 
naturally went thither to fee and comfort the brethren, af. 
ter their mutual diftreffles. Were it neceflary, it might be 
fhown te be highly probable that there were other brethren 
there, who are not exprefsly mentioned. We know that 
Paul and his companions were at Philippi many days; 
and a few years alter we find this apoftle writing his epiftle 
to a flourifhing church in that city. But [need not refort 
to this probability to remove your prefent objection. On 
the whole, it feems to me that nothing which you have ad. 
vanced invalidates in the fmalleft degree the {trong impref- 
fion which naturally refults from the hiflory of Lydia and 
her family in favour of houfehoid baptifm. 
PHILANDER,. 
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THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 


PruTarcn conciudes his account of Caius Marius with 
the following ftriking paragraph. 

** Marius, notwithftanding all the cruelties he had exer. 
cifed, ftill thirfting after blood, died in his bed. But this 
death, which appeared compofed and natural, was in real. 
aty mol tragical ; for he pafled the laft days of his life with 
fuch anxieties and terrours that he could enjoy no reft ei- 
ther by day or night. He died equally tormented with the 
remembrance of the paft, the fenfe of the prefent, and the 
fear of the future. That avenging fury which he would 
fave delivered over to Metellus, [whom he had caufed to 
d«flroy a dear and worthy friend by a falfe accufation, ] be. 
§2n to punifh him in this life, and call him to a fevere ac: 
count for ail the blood he had fpilt. So true is what Plato 
faith, that the impious and wicked, at the approach of death, 
begin to fear every thing, of which they made a mock 
before. Then does dread and diftruf feize them, remorfe 
torments them ; and their only companion, whether awake 
or afleep, is defpair, Whereas that perfon who can re. 
proach himielf tor nothing, and who has fpent his life in 
innocency, is always full of comfortable hope, which Pin- 
der calls “the tender nurfe of old men. ‘They, faith he, 
who have walked in the ways of purity and juftice are al- 
was pofleffed with that comfortable hope which rejoiceth 
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the neart, that comfortable hope which is the tender 
purfe of age, and more efpecially governs the fickle 
mind of mortals.” For itis an inconteitable truth, that a 
happy old age is a crown of glory, and is no where to be 
found but in the paths of juftice.” 

Thus the excellent Plutarch. If fuch a contraft of vice 
and virtue was realized even under the glimmering light 
of heathenifm ; how much ftronger muft it be, how muck 
more terrible on the one fide, and delightful on the other, 
under the meredian blaze of divine revelation. W. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SII LS 
JO THE EDITORS OF THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 


Tue documents which I fend you came to me enclofed in 
aletter from a very refpeétable clergyman inthe ftate of 
Tenneffee. They exhibit a very interefting flatement ref- 
pecting one of the Rev. Mr. Blackburn’s {chools in the 
Cherokee nation—and, if you think they will be entertain. 
ing to your readers, the letter together with the documents, 
are fubmitted to you for publication in your magazine. 

SIS LISI SS 
The following is a letter from a clergyman in Tennessee, 
to his friend in Rockbridge. 


December 9th, 1806. 
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 


I senp you inclefed a letter, fent to me by Nancy Fields, 
an Indian girl thirteen years of age, together with a table 
fhe fent, fhewing the ftate of the fchool. from my acquain- 
tance with you, I know that at leaft it will gratify your cu- 
rioity—but [think it willdo more. You will fee from the 
p?pers that fhe is a fcholar of Mr. Blackburn’s fecond In- 
cian fchool, together with all the children mentioned in 
the table to the number of twenty-one; which fchool the , 
General Affemby has not engaged to fupport; and, indeed, 
they do not give fufficient fupport to the firft. ‘The fecond 
is therefore eftablifhed at Mr. Blackburn’s own rifk ; who 
makes every honeft exertion to get aid from the generous 
and benevolent. And I have good reafon to believe that 
he conducts the bufinefs with that fidelity and zeal, which 
will immortalize his name with the lovers of religion. 
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You may make whatever ufe of the papers you pleafe ; if 
you think proper, you may read them to your congregation, 
orif you folicit the {mall donation from each of the mem, 
bers of your church, which fhe has requefted from us, and 

i forward to me whatever may be colleéted, I will be faithful 
| to give itto Mr. Blackburn, or fend it to any other perfon 
you fee proper. Prefbytery have appointed a committee to 

examine Mr. Blackburn’s fchools, and to report to them; 
alfo, the fame committee, are appointed as a board of audit 
to ¢xamine the manner in which the public money is appro. 
priated. Iam one of the Committee. After f have gone to 
the {chools, if you defire it I will {end you an account. 

A few weeks ago there was urgent need of forty dollars 
to this fecond f{chool, the teacher fent word to Mr. Black, 
burn that he had not a cent—who felt his hopes very much 
funk, and had taken his pen to write to a friend to borrow 
the money on his own credit—but before he had wrote 
one line, a ftranger called at his gate, and delivered him 
aletter ; on opening it, he found enclofed a fifty dollar 
bank note, which was fent him from a Scotchman, captain 
of aveffel. Query—Did Providence fend the money to 
fupport what he did not wifh to fall through. 

No doubt fhould you fhew the [Indian papers to fome of 
your brethren, they may think it their duty to endevor to 
collect tumething. 
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Letter from Nancy Fields, a Cherckee Indian, to the Rew 
OR RGR 118 Elders and Congregations. 


SaLe-Creexk, Cherokee Nation, 2ift Auguit, 1806, 


REVEREND friends, we the underwritten fubfcribers, {cho- 
| _ Jars of the Rev. Gideon Blackburn’s fecond {chool of this 
mation, have fent to each cf you, your elders, and congres 
gations, atable written with our own hands, containing a 
fair acd a true ftatement of the progrefs of this {chool.— 
‘We hope the thing by us intended, is the glory of 
the great Spirit, and as we believe that to be the leading 
motive with you all, in all you do, we therefore, with one 
voice, conclude that you miniflers unto whom we have write 
ten, with all your elders and the head member of each, and 
every, family that form your congregations, will, moff free. 
ly and readily, give evidence of the fame, by granting us 
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eur requefts, which we, the children of this fchool, and of 
Cherokee parents, do, by thefe prefents, molt feelingly afk 
of each, and every of you for Jefus’ fake. 

1, That you will all blefs, with us, the great Spirit for 
the gift of his Son Jefus Chrift, made to a fallen world ; 
and that you will all pray the great Spirit to difpofe the 
hearts of poor finners to lay hold of the offers of Salvation 
made through a Redeemer to them, upon the terms of the 
gofpel; and that he may give us a fufliciency of his grace 
to enable us to improve the bleffings upon us beftowed, by 
the inftrumentality of the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, in fchool 
information. 

2. Vhat you Minifters, Elders, and heads of families, 
unto whom we have written, will each of you, grant and 
give unto the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, one filver dollar, to 
go to the fupport of this {chool ; we afk and requett it of 
vou for the above purpofe, for Jefus fake. Hoping, thro’ 
your favour, as a means, that the children of our poor 
neighbours, who wifh to come to this {chool and cannot be 
{upported at it by their parents, may be won to Chrift. 
Should the Minifter, Elder or member of the church of 
a flain Redeemer refufe to give fix fhillings for his caufe, to 
whom they owe themfelves and all they have ; unto whom 
fhall Cherokee Children cry next? there furely can be 
rone who would view us with an eye of pity. With due 
re(pe&t we leave the thing with you, with prayer that you 

nay act a part that may do credit to religion, and not lorely 
wound it, by proving that you value one fingle dollar more 
than you do Chrift, his caufe and fouls. We conclude by 
citing your a attention to the following Scriptures. 

The whole of the above, with the inclofed, I Nancy 
Fields wrote with my own hand, as witnefs my land, 

Nancy Firvips. 

2 Cor. 9h, 7th; 1 Tim. 6th, 17th, 18th; James 2d, 
16:h, &c. St. Luke 6th, 80th ; Luke 10th, &c. Luke 16th, 
19th, &c. If any man feeith his brother in want, &s. St 
Mathew 25th, 34th, &c. 


Scholars who wrete. 
Naxcy Firips, Grorcye Firips, James ApAtrr, 
NATHAN I}icks, Exiyau Hacks. 
SIS f 
GS It is to be underflood, that this letter was dictated by 
the teacher, and was afterwards copied ina very fair he 
by Nancy Vields. 
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A table, thewing the commencement and progrefs of each 
ticular fcholar, at the Rev. Gideon Blackburn’s fecond 
fchool, which commenced at Mr. Richard Fields, Sale. 
Creek, Cherokee Nation, on the 25th March, 1806, as 
taken from the day book of faid fchool, this 20th of Au. 
guilt, 1806, by me Nancy Ficlds, a fcholar in faid fchool, 
for the fatisfaétion of the Rev. xxee aaeeeE: his 
elders and congregations. 


The whole of the fchool can fing together three fpiritual 
hymns, by memory, and chicfly repeat fifteen queftions of 
the fhorter catechifm, and fpell well off the book as far as 
two fyilables. 

Nancy Fields, 13 years of age, came to {chool in her 
letters, and in ninety one days learned to read well in the 
Spelling book, Teflament and Bible, and to write a good 
{mall hand, Be tley Fields, 9 years of age, commenced in 
her letters, and in one hundred and fix days learned to 
read in the Speihog book, efltament, and Bible ; and write 
a good large hand. 

Jualluke Redbird, nine years of age, came to this fchook 
in her letters, and in it was bronght in one hundred and 
twenty days, to read in the fpelling beok, teltament, and 
bible well, and to write a large hand. 

Drupping Hawk, twelve vears of age, came to this fchocl 
in his letters, and in it was brought in one hundred and ten 
days, toread in the fpelling book, teament, aud bible well, 
andto write. Dinah Hawk, nine years of age, came to this 
fchool in her letters, and in it was brought in one hundred 
and feventecn days, to read in the f{pelling book, teftament, 
and bible, and to write. 

Jack M’Kinfcy, fix years of age, came to this fchool in 
his letters, and in it was brought im one hundred and five 
days to reed in the fpelling book, and teftament, and to 
write alarge hand. Nancy M’Kinfcy, feven years of age, 
came to this fchoolin her letters, aad in it was brought in 
one hundred and twenty-two days, to resd in the fpelling 
book, and teflament, avd to write a large hand. = Sarah 
Spencer, nine yeais of age, came to this fchool in her let. 
ters, and in it was brought in one hundred and twenty-two 
days, to read in the fpciling book and teftament, and to 
write a large hand. Sarah Jackfoa, nine years of age, 
come to thts f heol in herJetters, and in it was brought in 
ninety eight days, to read in the fpcliing book and telta. 
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Smoke Redbird, twelve years of age, came to this {chool 
in his letters, and in it was brought in fixty-three days to 
read in the fpelling book and teftament, 

Martin Canoe, feven years of age, came to this fchool in 
his letters, and in it was brought in one hundred and twen. 
ty-two days to read in the {pelling book and teftament, and 
to write. 

Jofeph, fourteen years of age, came to this {chool in his 
letters, and in it was brought in fixty.five days, to read in 
the fpelling book and to write. 

Bonaparte, feven years of age, came to this {chool in his 
letters, and was brought in it in ninety-two days, to read in 
the {pelling book and teftament. 

Elijah Hicks, ten years of age, commenced in this fchool 
reading in fix letters in the fpelling book, and in 1 was 

brought to read in that book, with the teflament and bible 
well, and to write a very good hand in feventy days. 

Nathan Hicks, twelve years of age. came to this fchool 
reading in fix letters, and in it was brought to read in the 
fpelling book, teftament, and bible weil, and to write agood 
{mall hand in feventy days. 

Betfey Hicks, eight vears of age, came to this 
fchool reading in fix letters, and in it was brought in feven- 
ty days, to read the fpelling bock, teflament. and bible well, 
and write a large hand. James Adair, thirteen years of 
age, came to this fchool reading in fix letters, and in it was 
brought in feventy days to read inthe fpelling book tefta- 
ment and bible well, and to write a good large and {mail 
hand. 

David Fields, feven years of age, came to this fchool 
reading in fix letters, and in it was brought in feventy days, 
to read in the fpelling book, teftament, and bible well, and 
to write alarge nand. Mary Brown, eight years of age, 
came to this {chool reading in fix letters, and in it was 
brought in fe venty days, to read in the {pelling book, tefla. 
ment, and bible, and to write a large hand. George Pields, 
twelve years of age, commenced in this fchool in his letters, 
and in it was brought in one hundred and twenty-two days, 
to read in the fpelling book, teftament, and bible well, and 
to write a good {mall hand. Ibbey Brown, feven years of 
age, came to this fchool reading in fix letters, and in it was 
brought in feventy days, to read in the fpelling book, tefla. 
ment, and bible, and to write a large hand. 

We, the underwritten f{ubfcribers, do herewith certify 
that the above ftatement, ref{pedting faid {chool, is a jutt 
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: and a true one, as witnefs our hands, 
ey he Scholars of the above school. 
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i Nancy Fields, George Ficlds, 
i | Betly Fields, James Adair, 
if Nathan Hicks, Elijah Hicks. \ 

th Indians and half breeds. 
Big Canoe, Richard Fields, 
Big * Connow, Jack % M’Kemfey, 
Gon % Stocker. 

White people. 

Robert Meanes, Ifabella Meanes, 
John Ruffel, Margret Ruffel, 
Charles Gamble, Robert Gamble, 


John Craig. 
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Since the documents already exhibited were received, 
we have had an opportunity of converfing with Mr. Black. 
burn himfelf. His teflimony is in perfect unifon with the 
foregoing ftatement. He alfo carries with him a aumber 
of certificates from fome of the moft refpe€lable characters 
in ‘Venneffee, by which every material circumflance ref: 
pecting thofe fchools is confirmed. From Mr. Blackburn 
and his teftimonials, we have learned, that he has two 
{chools under the management of three teachers. In thefe 
{chouls, about 80 children are educated, cloathed and boards 
| ti ed, by the contributions which are received from the 
| General Affembly of the Prefbyterian church, and from 
HI | the public. The plan of education is to teach the children 
i} 
| 
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to read the Englifh language with facility ; to write a fair 
hand, and underftand fomething of accounts. A number 
| of the Indian children have gone through this courfe, and 
i returned to their parents, who were highly pleafed with the 
aw acquifitions their children had made, as they derived great 
it affiiance from them in the management of their bufinels. 
‘Together with the fuperintendance of thefe {chools, and the 

communication of religious inftruétion, Mr. Blackburn 

has improved every opportunity of inculcating favorable 

fentiments refpecting the habits of civilization. Under his 

influence numbers of Indians have left their towns, and 

fettled on little farms ; and the principal charaCiers of the 

nation have fhewn fome difpofition to organize fuch a go- 

bis | Vvernment as would fuit their circumflances, and put them. 
felves under the protectica cf the United States, 
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The éxpence and labor undergone by Mr. Blackburn in 
this undertaking, muft have been extremely great, and his 
te(limonials fhew that he has executed his truft with fide. 
lity ; and it would be a matter of great regret, fhould the 
undertaking fail, through the want of pecuniary means. 
The Indians undoubtedly have fome claims, not only on 
the charity, but on the juftice of the citizens of the Unit. 
ed States. We have poffeifion of the country, over which 
they and their fathers have wandered for many generations, 
and from which they derived the fuftenance of a favage life. 
—We have converted their wildernefs into peaceful and 
comfortable dwellings. But we fhould make them no in- 
confiderable compenfation for every thing obtained from 
them, by bringing them to an acquaintance with the advan- 
tages of civilization, and of chriltianity. 
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A NARRATIVE 
Of J. Lyle’s miffion in the’bounds of Cumberland Prefby- 
tery. 


Tne Rev. John P. Campbell having declined the ap- 
pointment given him to ride two months, ia the bounds of 
Cumberland Prefbytery : on motion, made by Mr. Camp. 
bell, the fynod of Kentucky unanimoufly agreed to appoint 
me as a miffionary to go the above mentioned route. 

Sat. Nov. 2, 18C6. I went to the Beach meeting houfe, 
where a meeting was appointed by the Pr.fbyterians and 
Methodifis, celled in this country, the union meeting. 
There I heard a fermon delivered by a Mr. N , who 
has lately been licenfed by the Cumberland Prefbytery, and 
is faid to be a man of learning. There was nothing remark- 
able in his fermen, except his prefling exhortations to the 
people to pray out—fhout—dance, &c. in time of divine 
worlhip. He told them to thout---pray aloud, or do whatever 
duty they felt an impreffion to dos Said he, ‘ I believe it 
will not offend God, and I am fure it will not offend me.” 
The people, though prior to this feemingly carelefs and in- 
attentive, were roufed to aétion—fhouted—prayed aloud 
—exhorted and jerked, till near the fetting of the fun. 

I am well aware, that it isimpoffible to defcribe an af- 
fembly thus agitated, fo as to give thofe who have never 
feen the like, a jult and adequate idea of it. 1 would jult 
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obferve, that though I had been accuftomed to feeing ftronp 
and indifcribable bodily agitations, in the upper counties of 
Kentucky, and had frequently feen the jerks, yet all this ob. 
icrvation and experience, did not prepare my mind to be, 
hold, without trepidation and horror, the awful fcenes now 
exhibited before me. The jerks were by far the moft violent 
and ihocking I had everfeen, The heads of the jerking pa, 
tients few, with wonderous quicknefs, from fide to fide, in 
various direétions, and their necks doubled like a flail in the 
hands of athrefher. Their faces were diftorted and black, 
as if they were ftrangling, and their eyes feemed to flah 
horror and diflraétion. Numbers of them roared out in 
founds the moft wild and terrific. I had heard the howl, 
ing of wild heafts, and the tremendous roar of the lion, 
but I can fay, without hyperbole, that thofe were gentle 
accents compared to fome I[ heard in this affembly. The 
people camped in waggons and tents around the ftand. | 
retired to the Rev. William M‘Gee’s. The people who 
lodged here appeared engaged in finging, converfing, leap. 
ing and fhouting. They appeared much like a drinking 
party when heard from the other room ; but when [ drew 
nigh, found their language and rejoicings were of a reli. 
gicus kind. 

Sabbath, Nov. 3. Preached on 1 Cor, 13, 13, laft claufe, 
The audience was large, very attentive, and a folemnity 
icemed to reign in almoft every countenance, efpecially du 
ring the application, I heard that an infidel being convitt. 
ed, exclaimed—** Where did that man come from”—fell 
on his knees and cried for mercy. Mr. M’Kindre, a me: 
thodift elder, preached after me: then the ordinance was 
adminifiered to a large number of communicants, many of 
whom appeared deeply affeCted—fome fhouted—fome wept 
-—-fome leapt—and fome danced and jerked, and jerked and 
danced a long time after they rofe from table. Afterwards 
the people were difmiffed. I retired to Mr. M’Gee’s with 
whom I converfed about the condu& of the Cumberland 
Pre fbytery, in licenfing young men who were illiterate and 
tainted with Arminiani{m. 

Monday, Nov. 4. I am informed that there are four 
preachers of B. W. Stone’s party, now engaged in this 
country, efpecially in feveral fettlements on the Cumber- 
land river ; in forming focieties, and leading away difciples 
from the Prefbyterians and Methodifts after them. Mr 
Stone himfclt was at this meeting till to.day about 11 or 1° 
o’clock, but was not fuflred cither to preach or commune. 
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He and his agents have formed threé;focieties in this low- 
er country ; one in New Cumberland, one about fix miles 
from Nathville, and one at Franklin ; and are making ine 
roads and diftracting congregations in other places. 

Sabbath, Nov. 10. Preached in the forenoon on Luke 24, 
40, 1ft claufe. The people were generally attentive, and 
the pious people appeared folemn. Afterwards I adminif- 
tered the Lord’s fupper. The communicants appeared in 
general to be affected, and fome to feel very tenderiy. 

Monday, Nov. 11. I preached on Pfalm, 11,6. Many 
of the profeffors and others feemed deeply affected. There 
were but few who did not fhed tears. During this occafion, 
feveral appeared under ferious impreflions. 

Wednelday, Nov. 13. I preached in Franklin to an ate 
tentive audiance. Here, as was mentioned above, a {mall 
congregation formed by the Prefbytery, has fallen a prey to 
Mr. Stone and his agents from Kentucky, and are now, ex- 
cept a few, enamoured with the Pelagian and Socinian doce 
trines. 

Sabbath, Nov. 17. About 12 o’clock arrived at Mr. 
Watfon’s, on the weft fork of Red River, about twelve or 
fourteen miles from Clarkefville. When [I came, one of 
the illiterate minifters of this Prefbvtery was about to 
preach, but would proceed no farther ; and thougia ill with 
a bad cold, and much fatigued, I had to preach. My text 
was John, 8, 36. The audience (confidering this meeting 
was in a deftitute place and numbers of the people not at 
ail brought up to religion) were very attentive. The feri- 
ous part of the audience appeared folemn anddevout—fome 
appeared to be deeply affeéted with the things fpoken. Af- 
ter fermon Mr. Ewing affifted in adminiftering the facra- 
ment to about thirty or forty communicants, who appeared 
tobe warmly engaged. Notwithftanding the coldnefs of 
the evening, the people would not accede to a propofal of 
having focieties in the neighbourhood, but camped, accor- 
ding to the cuflom of the country, in the open air and in 
tents, I retiredto Mr Jeffries’. 

Monday, Nov.25. Being court day, I attended at the 
court-houfe, to fee the inhabitants of the country ; and 
having a good opportunity, I fent an appointment to Mr. 
Irwin’s, in the bounds of a {mall congregation, called 
Mount: Zion, which is connected with the one around the 
court-houfe, called Mount-Carmel. In Mount Carmel 
there are about eight or nine families, in which there are 
about twenty-one communicants, who are Prefbyteriaas or 
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Calvinifts in fentiment. The moft of thefe live agreeably 


to their profeffion ; but though they have a minifter amon 

them, they lament that they are deftitute of the means, or 
10 other words, that they do not hear thofe dotrines preach. 

ed to which they are attached ; and that experience which 
gives allthe glory to God. Vhefe people are the firft with 
whom I have formed any acquaintance, in the bounds of 
this Prefbytery, who adhere flriétly to the doétrine of our 
confefhon. ‘The other Prefbyterian focieties, through which 
I have paffed, are fo tar as [ could learn, (excepta few in. 
dividual profeffors, one here and another there) deeply in. 
fected with Arminianifm, 

I underftand that the elders in Carmel and Zion were 
not elected by the people ; but were nominated by Mr, 
M‘Grcady, and never fet apart in the ufual mode. 

Assem. Mag. 
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TsreT ont on my mifionary tour Saturday, July 19, 1806, 
Phe Sabbath following, I preached at filver Creek church, 
to a very attentive audience, on Matthew vi. 33. On the 
fame day, at four in the evening, I preached at Mr. Har. 
ris’s, on Eph. ii. 10. The audience were generally atien. 
tive, and fome appeared to be affected. Mr. Houfton, who 
is now a Shaker, was formerly the paftor of this congreg:. 
tion. About fifteen families yet belong to our church. 
When I vifited them in lalt June, they were in a diltracted 
{tate. I collected them again, and ordained two elders; 
and, with the afiftance of the Rev. Samuel Finley, adminil- 
tered the facrament among them. 

On Saturday, 26th of July, 1 fet out on my way to Cher, 
iy Spring church, (which is about twenty-five miles from 
my ho vate). On the following Sabbath I preached two fer- 
mons, on 2d Timothy 1. 9, toan attentive audience. Sem: 
feemed pleafed and affected. he firft Sabbath of Augut 
I preached at Salem in Clarke, on 24d Samuel xxii. 5. to 
an attentive audience. 

On Saturday, 9h of Auguft, I fet out on the way to 
Caneridge, (Bourbon). Sabbath preached on John vi. H. 
to an cunufially attentive audience. As Mr. Stone and his 
peopse attended; and as Mr. S:one wilhed to preach, be. 

caule his people claim a part of the mecting houtfe, Kev! 
preached but one fermon. 
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Sabbath, 17ch of Auguft, I preached two fermons at Sil, 
ver Creek, to an attentive audience, on Genefis xvii 7: and 
baptized about ten children. 

‘ Saturday, Augult 16, I fet out towards Cherry Spring, 
but heard before I arrived at the place, that Mr. Raunells 
had recalled the appointment I made there, that | might 
afilt him in adminilteriag a facrament in Paris (Bourbon), 
Sabbath I rode 16 miles, and preached the a¢lion fermon 
on Matt. vi 33, to an uncommonly attentive audience, On 
Monday preached on John v. 40, toa very attentive aus 
dience. Numbers appeared to be deeply impreffed. 

Auft. 31. [trained fo hard that [ did not attend at my 
appointment. I underftood fince that but two or three 
people came. — 

On Sabbath, 7th of Sept. I preached at Caneridge, in 
the forenoon, on Rev. iii. 15, 16, 17. Vhe audience was 
attentive. In the afternoon on Rev. iii. 18. The people 
were generally attentive, and many apparently edified ; 
but fome of the Socinians (according to their common cuf- 
tom when difpleafed with dotrine) exhibited the {mile of 
derifion. After fermon I ordained two elders. 

Friday, Sept. 12. I fet out for Caneridge, to affift Mr, 
Stuart io adminiftering the Lord’s Supper to that people. 
—Mr. James Howe preached on Saturday in the forenoon, 
and Mr. Stuart in the afternoon ; and [ exhorted in the 
evening. The people were generally attentive throughout 
the day, Mr. Stuart and I held fociety, on Saturday night 
at Mr. Wallace’s; and Mr. Howe at Mr. Patton’s. 

Sabbath forenoon, [ preached to a very attentive audi- 
tory on Matt. xxvi. 26. Some of the Socinians (as [ heard 
afterwards) were much enraged at the doétrine of the crola 
—called my preaching the {moke of the bottomlefs pit, &c, 
but the difcourfe had a very different eff on others. Mr. 
Howe introduced the communicn; and Mr, Stuart preache 
ed inthe afternoon. Mr. Howe preached on Monday in the 
forenoon ; after which I delivered a difcourfe on Baptifm 
and family inftruction ; 1 baptifed feveral children—re« 
ceived nine fhillings. 

_ Friday, Sept. 18. I fet out for Mount Pleafant (Har- 
rilon) to aft Mr, Scott (who was appuinted at our {pring 
icflion of Prefbytery, to fupply ftatedly at Mount Pleafant 
and Indian Creek) at a facrament, Saturday I preached 
to an attentive congregation on John vi. 44. Sabbath morn- 
10g, preached to an attentive aflembly on 1ft Pet iii. 18 E 
uaderflood that both thefe fermons had confideravle cff ct 
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in confirming the wavering, &c.. In thofe congregations 
which have been torn and difiraéted by the new fe GQanies, 
The Wedoefday following I preached at Mr. Nithback’s 
(Clark) on Pfal. cxix. 71. to a fmall but attentive audience, 

Saturday, Sept. 26. Mr. Howe preached at Sugar. Ridge 
church, and I exhorted in the evening. Sabbath mornin 
J preached the action fermon on Eph, ii. 3. Many of the 
people were unufually attentive. Mr. Tull fenced the ta. 
Llcs. J having a bad celd and forenefs in my brealt., Mr, 
Howe preached on Sabbath evening and Monday. 

On the fir! Sabbath in OGtober, Mr. Stuart and T ad. 
miniltered the Lord’s Supper at Concord,.! Bourbon) about 
3O miles trom my houfe. I fer out Sonam iene: she Fiiday 
preceding. Suturday morning preached on 2d Pet. i, 10, 
to-an attentive audience. Sabbath nrorning, preached ox 
21 Pct.i. 1. The people generally behaved well, and were 
attentive. Monday I preached on 2d John ix. 10, 11, 
‘The people were generally attentive, and many appeared 
fole mn. Tur fday, held an examYation at Concord, and 
preached, in the evening on F.zek. xxxvi. 26. 

Wednefday, held an examination at Caneridge, and 
preached in the evening on Lit Pet. iv. 18 he people 
were generaily attentive. 

Wecdnefday night preached im Paris on Pfal. xix. 11, to 
an attentive auditory. 

Sebbath, Ogtober 12, preached two fermons at Silver 
€reck, on 2d Cor, v.21. The pecple were in gener: i un, 
fually attentive ; and fome who had denied the atonement, 
appeared deeply ard folemnly effeGed. On Monday even. 
ing following, [ wentto Mr. James Henderfon’s, Tuef. 
day I preached at Paint Lick, on 2d Jobn ix. 10, 18. (The 
Shakers have been very fuccefsful here and in Mercer 
county.) The people were generally attentive, and fome 
were deeply affeMed ; efpeciaily pious peop'e, whofe chil- 
Gren and near rebations had turned Sucivians and Shakers. 

On the third Sabbath of OMober, [ preached at Cherry 
Spring, on Eph, ii. 8. to an attentive audience. 

i received no money in hand from Silver Creek ehurch, 
but they promifed two dollars for each Sabbath. Ihe whoe 
fum, if I millake not, is 18 dollars 75 cents. You will ob. 
ferve, that { preached but teldom on week davs, One reas 
fon was, that few attend preaching on week davs, except 
on facramental oceafions. Buta more influential realon 
was the ficknefs of the young man whom I employed as 
uiker-in my {chool, I had frequently to ride twenty-five 
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miles on Sabbath evening and Mondav morning, in order 
to get home againft [chool time. My commiffion was for 
two months; I have given a very brief account of my tou 

during three months. 

[ would recommend the Rev. Jofhua Wilfon, of Baird. 
town, as a mifionary. That the committee may be direét- 
ed by infinite wifdom, in all their proceedings, is the ar. 
dent prayer of 

Yours, &c, 
Jorn Lyte. 
Clark, Dec. 10, 1806, Assem. Mag. 
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QUESTIONS, 

Put by Dr. Athbel Green, chairman of the Qanding com. 
mittee of miffions, appointed by the General Affembly 
of the Pre fb; terian church in the United States of Ame- 
tica, in 1805: anfwered, by commiffion of the elders” 
conference of the unity of brethren, and in the name of 
the Brethren’s Society for the furtherance of the gofpel 
among the heathen, in London, by C. f. Latrobe. 
Qicflion. How long has your fociety exifted? 

Avofwer. The church of the United Biethren, or Uni. 
tas Fratrum, has exifted ever fince the year 1453, when a 
company of truly pious perfons, rejecting the corrupt doc. 
trines and practices of the church of Rome, formed them, 
{elves into a congregation or church at Litiz. in Bohemia, 
fir ft calling themfelves, Fratres Legis Chrifti, and after- 
wards being joined by others, in the fame view, Unitas 
Fratrum. 7 

Q. What were the circumfances that led to it? 

A The enmity and perfecution of the Papills, an the ar- 
dent with of the brethren, to ferve the Lord and promote 
his caufe according to the di&tates of their confciences, and 
by aclofe adherence to the principles laid down in the word 
of God. 

Q. What are your leading religious principles ? 

A. The Bible isthe only fource from whence the churelt 
of the brethren derive their do&trines. They maintain ac- 
cordingly, that man is a loft and undone creature, fallen 
from God, and a flive to fin by nature, and that there is no 
other name given, by which he can be faved, but the name 
ot Jefus. They are therefore ** determined to know no- 
thing among it men but Fesus, arid him crucified. They difs 
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fer j in no refpeét, in effentials, from thofe who afcribe our 
whole faivation to God’s free grace and love, but never en, 
ter into difputes about controverted points, and in the 
words of the Scriptures, “* befeech all men to be reconciled 
to Go a!” 

Q. What obflacles or difficulties have you had to fur, 
mount? 

A. The hifory of the church of the brethren exhibits q 
ferics of thofe difficulties and tribulations, experienced both 
by the church and by individuals, which our bleffed Saviour 
foretold would be the lot of kis followers. ‘Jhey have re, 
peatedly fuffered the moft dreadful perfecutions, and the 
enmity of the Papifts was peculiarly dire&ted againft them, 

oth in ancient and modern times, they have been hated, 
reviled, and abufed for Chrifl’s fake. 

Q. Have any oppofed you by writings, or by government 
joterelt, 

A. Perhaps no church has been more fhamefully mif. 
reprefented and calumniated by writings and falfe reports, 
In ancient times, governments in popifh countries have 
periecuted the brethren with the molt bitter animofity ; but 
with regard to Proteflant governments, though enemies 
have frequently abufed their influence with government, 
both in Germany and other parts of Europe, and even in 
England and America, to injure the brethren, they have 
not fucceeded; and no oppolition has been made, but ra. 
ther much good will {hown by the different governments, 
under which the fettlements of the brethren exift. 

Q. What are your funds? 

A. Chicfly the voluntary contributions cf the members 
ofthe church. Each fettlement in Chriftian countries en. 
deavours to fupport itfelf; the miffions depend entirely 
upon voluntary donations and fubfcriptions. 

Q. Whatis the number of your miflionaries ? ? 

A. In 1805, about one hundred and feventy brethren 
and filters were employed in the different miffions of the 
brethren. 

Q. Are they men of educativn or not? 

A. They are not, iv general, chofen from among men 
of letters, who, by their habits, are not fo wel! fitreu for 
the arduous fervice of our miffions. This is proved bv ex- 
perience, There are therefore but few of that defcription 
among them. Perfons, brought up to fome trade, well 

verfed in the Scriptures, and above all, having the grace of 
God in their hearts, and fervent zeal for the falvation of 
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their fellow-men, but tempered with true humility of fpirit, 
are found to be the moft fuccefsful miffionaries, 

For the better management of the affairs of the brethren’s 
miflions, a Committee 1s appoiated by the general Synods, 
(being a divifion of a conference or board of bifhops and 
elders, chofen by the fynods for the general fuperintenden« 
cy of the church, and called the elders’ conference of the 
Unity) which in corjunction with the whole board, direéts 
all mifionary concerns. But as thefe are very extenfive, 
focieties havé been formed in aid of the faid committee.— 
Such are the brethref’s fociety, for the furtherance of the 
¢ofpel among the heathen, in London; the fociety for the 
propagation of the gofpel, eftablifhed at Zeift, in Holland ; 
another at Bethlehem in Pennfylvania, and a fourth at Sa: 
tem, in North Carolina.* But all thefe focicties a& under 
a delegated authority. 

Q. What infiru&tions do you give your miffionaries ? 

A. ‘The brethren educate none of their people for the 
exprefs purpofe of being employed as miffionaries, as they 
believe that that peculiar call mult be from God himfelf, 
aud that he is not confined to any human acquirements.— 
But when the motives of a perfon offering himfelf for the 
work have been well examined, and found to be of a ge- 
nuine kind, and he has been appointed to that fervice, he 
is admonifhed to make the Bible his chief ftudy, to pray 
that the Spirit of truth would explain, and lead him into all 
the truth, that from the experience of his own heart, he 
may teftify of the love of God, and invite loft men to come 
to Chrift for falvation, 

Q. What are the placeé to which you have already fent 
miflions, and what other places do you contemplate for 
them? 

A. To Greenland, Labrador, the back fettlements of 
Pennfylvania, North Carolina; to the Wett India iflands— 
St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. Jan, Barbadoes, St. Kitts, Ans 
tigua, Jamaica, Tobago, (jult now fufpended ;) Parimaribo 
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* The Rev. Mr. Lofkiel, of Bethlehem, informs the committee, 
that the fellowfhip at Salem, N. Carolina, is not a diftin& fociety, 
but belongs to the incorporated fociety for the propagation of the 
gofpel among the heathen, eftablifhed at Bethlehem, Northampton 
county, Pennfylvania. Hence it appears that they have bot three 
{ecievies : one at London; one atZcift, in Holland ; and another 
#: Beihichem, in Nosth America. 
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in South America: to the free Negroes, and Arawack In, 
giang on the Corentyn; to the Hottentots at the Cape of 
Good-Hop-, and to the Calmucks in Ruffian Afia near Af. 
trachan. It may be eafily conceived that to fupply fo ma, 
ny eftablifhments with miffionaries in fuccefion, is as much 
av fo fmall a church can do, as upwards of twenty vacan, 
cics, at an average, occur ina year. New mifhions there. 
fore are not juft now in contemplation, though many offers 
are continuaily made to the brethren for that purpofe. 


Q. What has been your fuccefs hitherto? 

A. The brethren have laboured with various fuccefs, 
in diff-rent places and at diff-rent times. The mot fuc. 
ccfsful miffions of the brethren are at prefent, in Greenland, 
St. Thomas, St, Croix, St. Jan, Antigua, St. Kitts, and 
among the Hottentots at Baviarfkloof. 


Q. What are your hopes and profpeéts for the future? 

A. We have good hopes, that God will, as hitherto, 
continue to biefs and make ufe of the brethren, though, 
weak and poor congregation, as inftruments in hi« hand, 
for the promotion of his caufe. Paft experience fuliv jultis 
fics the motl unbounded confidence in the Lord’s help, and 
the moft lively exercife of taith, even where, at prefent, 
little fruit is deen. 

Q. What advice can you give us? 

A. Ifyou with for advice of fuch, who, by long expe, 
rience, have become in fome degree, acquainted with the 
fubjc&t, you will find the church of the brethren alwavs wil- 
ling to lay the refult of their experience before you, fincere 
ly withing, that the Lord may fti!l more abundantly blefs 
and crown your labours, and the meatures you may adopt 
for the converfion of the beathen, with fuccefs. There are 
fo many points, upon which advice may be afked and given, 
that it would exceed the bounds of aletter to touch upon 
them all. Only a few remarks are fubmitted to your con. 
fideration ; 

It is of the greatef confequence, that we ourfelves are 
intent upon doing whatfoever we do in the name of God, 
end {clely with a view to His glory, and not fuffer ourfelves 
to be twayed by our own fpirt or prejudices. He wiill ane 
{wer the prayers of his fervants, if they are defirous to fol- 
yow Azs direétion in all things. 


In the choice of miffionaries we ought to be very caw. 


tious, and weil to examine the motives and charaéter of 
the cundidaics, 
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We toning it a great ‘miftake, after .heir appointment; 
when they are held up to public notice and admiration, 
and much praife is beftowed upon their devotednefs 
tothe Lord, &c. prefenting them to the congregation as 
martyrs and conf: ffors, before they have even entered upun 
their lcbours. We rather advife them to be fent olif qutet. 
ly, recommended to the fervent prayers of the congrega- 
tion, which is likewif« moft agreeable to their own feelings, 
i{ they are humble foltowers of Chrift. 

We give them every need{ul inftrudtion for the prefer. 
vation of their health 4s well as we are able to procure it. 

As we with above all things, that brotherly love be main- 
tained among f{cllow-labourers, we therefore do not ad. 
vife to place two men of diffcrent religious opinions and 
habits, however worthy in other refpects, uader one yoke. 

When converts from among the heathen are eftablifhed'ia 
grace, we would advife not immediately to ufe them as 
afiftants in teaching, but to act herem with caution, and 
areference to the general weaknefs of their minds, and 
confe quent aptnefs to grow conceited. 

We alfo difapprove of bringing converts to Europe un. 
der any pretence whatever, and think it would lead them 
into danger of harm to their own fouls. 

Miffionaries are no longer ufcful, than as they are with 
their whole heart in their calling, and we advife to employ 
trr-tain none, but fuch as delight in their work. 

We advife, that where more are employed, one of ap. 
proved charaéter and experience be appointed frst Missone 
cry, to fuperintend the work, and that each prefer the o. 
ther in love, and be willing to follow. 

Nothing more need be added, for all who feek counfel, 
help and fupport from God our Saviour himfelf, will be 
kd through his grace into the right way, and the beft mode 
of planting and watering. It is He alone who giveth the 
increafe, to whom be all the glory. Amen. 

Cur. Ion. Latrose, 
Secretary of she United Brethren in England, 
London, Nov. 28th, 1805. Assem. Mag. 
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ERRATA. | 
Vul. 3. Page 27. Line 5 of the addrefs'to the editors : for 
“the error, | fuppofe, is,” read‘ the error I oppofe is.” 
Page 47 Line 8 from battem; for * fubje&ion” read 
* {ubverfion.” 
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From the Pancplist, 


RELIGION. 
AN OCCASIONAL HYMY. 


Turoven fhades and folitudes profound, 
‘The fainting traveller winds his way ; 
Bewildering meteors glare around, 
And tempt his wandering feet aftray : 


Welcome, thrice welcome to his eye, 
The fudden moon’s infpiring light, 

When torth the fallies thro’ the tky, 
The guardian angel of the night! 


Thus mortals, blind and weak, below 
Purfue the phantom, blifs, in vain ; 
The world’s a wildernefs of wo, 


And life a pilgrimage of pain ! 


Till mild Reticion, from above, 
Deicends, a {weet engaging form, 

‘The mefflenger of heavenly love, 
The bow of promife in a ftorm ! 


Then guilty paffions wing their flight, 
Sorrow, remorfe, affl:tion ceale ; 
ReEvicion’s yoke is foft and light, 
And all her paths are paths of peace. 


Ambition, pride, revenge, depart, 
And folly flies her chattening rod ; 
She makes the humble, contrite heart, 

A temple of the living God, 


Beyond the narrow vale of time, 
Where bright celcflial ages roll, 
To {cenes eternal, {cenes fublime, 
She points the way and leads the foul. 


At her approach the grave appears 
The gate of paradife reflor’d ; 
Her voice the watching cherub hears, 
And drops his double-fl :ming fword. 
Baptis’d with the renewing fire, 
May we the crown of glory gain ¢ 
Rife, when the holt of heaven expire, 
4sod reign with God, forever reign. ——Mont gomerys 





